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The GeorGe WashinGTon Masonic naTional MeMorial

How best could Freemasons in America honor their beloved George 
Washington? The concept of a Memorial took root in 1910 when, 
at the invitation of the Grand Master of Virginia, representatives of 
eighteen Grand Jurisdictions assembled in Alexandria-Washington 
Lodge No- 22 to establish the George Washington Masonic National 
Memorial Association. Their objective was to erect a Memorial Temple 
to Washington the Mason, reflecting the admiration, not only of his 
Masonic brothers, but also of a grateful nation. Ground was broken in 
1922, the cornerstone laid in 1923, and the Memorial dedicated in 1932. 
This magnificent structure, with its matchless architectural splendor, 
its furnishings and artwork, has educated generations of visitors about 
this greatest American and Father of our Country: George Washington.
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Cornerstone dedication ceremonies have been performed by Freemasons for centuries. 
The book of Psalms refers to corn, wine, and oil as evidence of divine blessing. These are 
adopted by Freemasons as appropriate symbols for the dedication of public buildings and 
to consecrate private lodges. In 1923, thousands of Freemasons and members of the gener-
al public gathered at the George Washington Masonic National Memorial to witness the 
original dedication of the cornerstone. Today, that solemn ceremony is reenacted by the 
Grand Lodge of Virginia.

•

The Cornerstone Ceremony

Most Worshipful Donald E. Strehle, Grand Master of Masons in Virginia 
and the Officers of the Grand Lodge of Virginia
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Piper  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . David G. Palladino-Sinclair

All Please Stand for the Recessional
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Bruce R. Bellmore .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Grand Master Connecticut
Stephen M. Tucker . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Grand Master Delaware
Annas F. Kamara  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Grand Master District of Columbia
Anthony B. Corbitt . . . . .Prince Hall Grand Master of the District of Columbia
Robert J. Lambert . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Grand Master Florida
Michael A. Kessler.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Grand Master Georgia
Edde T. Kanai  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Grand Master Hawaii
H. Sherman Burger iii . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Grand Master Idaho
Michael Jackson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Grand Master Illinois
Richard L. Lentz .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Grand Master Indiana
Theodore C. Wiley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Grand Master Iowa
Michael D. Johnson ii  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Grand Master Kansas
E. Darren Wilson  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Grand Master Kentucky
Jay B. McCallum  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Grand Master Louisiana
Daniel E. Bartlett  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Grand Master Maine
Frederick A. Spicer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Grand Master Maryland
Noel C. Osborne, Sr.  . . . . . . . . . . . .  Prince Hall Grand Master of Maryland
George F. Hamilton.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Grand Master Massachusetts
Leonard K. Davis  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Grand Master Michigan
Tony R. Krall.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   Grand Master Minnesota
Simeon Langston  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Grand Master Mississippi
Richard W. Kaeser, Jr..  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Grand Master Missouri
Jonathon L. Dahlquist  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Grand Master Montana
John L. Millington.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Grand Master Nebraska
Kevin P. McCans  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Grand Master Nevada
David S. Collins . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Grand Master New Hampshire
David L. Tucker . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Grand Master New Jersey
William Pogue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Grand Master New Mexico
Richard J. Kessler  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Grand Master New York
Kevan D. Frazier .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   Grand Master North Carolina
Rick Wightman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Grand Master North Dakota
Steven M. Grindle .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Grand Master Ohio
Glen Chaney .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   Grand Master Oklahoma
Mark L. Posler .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   Grand Maser Oregon
Jeffrey M. Wonderling  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Grand Master Pennsylvania
Raul R. Quiles .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Grand Master Puerto Rico
Robert A. Palazzo .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Grand Master Rhode Island
Ronald C. Mitchum .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Grand Master South Carolina



Daniel A. Nace.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   Grand Master South Dakota
Robert Waldron . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Grand Master Tennessee
G. Clay Smith  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Grand Master Texas
Travis M. McQuire .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Grand Master Utah
James B. Stevens .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   Grand Master Vermont
Donald E. Strehle  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Grand Master Virginia
Donald S. Wilson  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Prince Hall Grand Master of Virginia
Edward C. Woods . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Grand Master Washington
James C. Hubbard, Jr.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Grand Master West Virginia
Paul T. Tourville  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Grand Master Wisconsin
Matthew J. Ramey  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Grand Master Wyoming
James D. Cole  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sovereign Grand Commander, aasr-sJ
Peter J. Samiec . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sovereign Grand Commander, aasr-nMJ
David J. Kussmanm . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Grand Master, Knights Templar usa
Steven G. Tiner  . . . . . . Grand Hight Priest, Royal Arch Masons International
Monty Glover  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Grand Master, Cryptic Masons International
James E. Winzenreid  . . . . .  Provincial Grand Master, Royal Order of Scotland
Kenneth G. Craven . . . . . . . . . . . .Imperial Potentate, Shriners International
Michael J.Tomascin . . . . . . . . . . . . .Grand Monarch, Grottoes International
Denny Norris  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  National President, National Sojourners
Marcos D. Ostrander .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Grand Sovereign, Red Cross of Constantine
Glenda Winchester . . . . . . . . . . . .  Grand Matron, Order of the Eastern Star
F. Lon Lowry .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   Grand Patron, Order of the Eastern Star
David W. Manter, Sr. . . . . . . . . Supreme Tall Cedar, Tall Cedars International
W. Berry Rigdon.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Grand Master, Allied Masonic Degrees
Mark D. Nokes  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  President, High Twelve International
Jeffrey N. Nelson  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Supreme Magus, Rosicrucians
Jonathan R. Sellars  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Grand Master, DeMolay International
Cooper Crabtree.  .  .  .  .  International Master Councilor, DeMolay International
Maureen Wise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Supreme Guardian, Job’s Daughters
Robert Worthington . . . . . . . . Associate Supreme Guardian, Job’s Daughters
Leticia  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Supreme Bethel Honored Queen, Job’s Daughters
Natasha . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Miss International Job’s Daughter
Kay Letterman .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Supreme Worthy Advisor, Rainbow International
Kaitlyn Reed . . . . . . .Acting Supreme Worthy Advisor, Rainbow International
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GeorGe WashinGTon

Perhaps more than any other person in history, George Washington 
exemplified the virtues and moral values so essential to the welfare of 
every society. Biographers and historians have written passionately 
and eloquently about this remarkable man, extolling his character and 
steadfast dedication to the principles of liberty and self-government. 
But he was also greatly esteemed by countless friends, associates and an 
admiring public. Two of Washington’s Masonic Brothers, wishing to 
send him some testimony of their admiration and respect, forwarded 
to him from France a Masonic Apron accompanied by a brief letter. 
The following is a quote from that letter:”Your glorious career will not 
be confined to the protection of American liberty, but its ultimate effect will 
extend to the whole human family since providence has evidently selected you 
as an instrument in his hands to fulfill his eternal decrees.” Written in 1781, 
this was a truly astounding prophecy.



• THANK YOU •

We thank you for being a part of the Memorial’s cornerstone ceremony 
today. By joining with thousands of brethren and members of the public 
to witness the reenactment, you have experienced a rare and once in 
a lifetime event.

The George Washington Masonic National Memorial has produced 
two limited-edition items that are ideal to mark this historic occasion. 
These contributions will be used to offset the expenses of the February 
2023 centennial celebration. Learn more at www.gwmemorial.org.

canVas prinT
Commissioned by the Memorial 
Association from artist Kurt An-
derson, this beautiful print depicts 
the fully-restored Memorial on a 
perfect day. A numbered edition 
of only 100 canvas prints has been 
created and each is available for a 
contribution of $1,000 or more.

cornersTone ashlar
Fashioned from the Memori-
al’s original granite, this ashlar 
evokes the building’s corner-
stone. Because of the scarcity 
of this stone, only 200 of these 
Ashlars can be produced. 
Obtain yours today for a gift 
of $500 or more.
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