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Celebrating Washington’s 283rd Birthday

 On	February	22,	attendees	from	around	the	country	came	together	at	the	George	
Washington	Masonic	National	Memorial	for	our	annual	celebration	of	the	birthday	

of	America’s	foremost	Freemason.	The	special	events	began	the	morning	of	the	21st,	with	
the	display	of	the	Mt.	Nebo	Lodge	Apron	in	Memorial	Hall.	Unusually	severe	inclement	
weather	on	the	21st,	regretfully,	meant	that	several	of	the	planned	activities—including	
an	intended	special	communication	of	Alexandria-Washington	Lodge	No- 22,	and	the	
traditional	wreath-laying	at	Washington’s	tomb	at	Mount	Vernon	on	the	morning	of	the	
22nd—had	to	be	foregone.	This	did	not,	however,	dampen	the	spirits	of	the	more	than	one	
hundred	twenty-five	participants	in	the	Memorial’s	celebration	of	Washington’s	life	and	
impact.	As	the	weather	improved,	our	activities	resumed	in	full	swing.
As	the	day	began,	the	Watson-Cossoul	Apron	was	put	on	display	in	Memorial	Hall.	

This	was	the	first	time	in	several	years	that	this	apron,	given	to	Washington	in	1782,	has	
been	exhibited.	In	the	early	afternoon,	the	annual	George	Washington	Symposium	began	
in	the	Memorial’s	North	Lodge	Room.	Our	three	guest	scholars	presented	fascinating	
research	on	George	Washington	and	the	Marquis	de	Lafayette,	followed	by	a	stimulating	
panel	discussion.	(See	page	4	for	more	information.)		 | CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

PresideNt’s	message
Pursuing the Vision
by Ridgely H. Gilmour

 My	first	vis-
it to the 

George	Wash-
ington	Masonic	
National	Memo-
rial	was	in	2004.	

I was	Deputy	Grand	Master	of	Utah	
attending	the	Conference	of	Grand	
Masters	of	North	America.	I	must	
admit	that,	apart	from	a picture	
of	it	that	I	remembered	seeing	in	
Salt	Lake	City’s	Masonic	Temple,		
I hadn’t	been	aware	of	exactly	what	
the	building	was.
Seeing	it	in	person,	the	structure	

astounded	me,	as	did	the	Memori-
al’s	many	exhibits	about	President	
and	Brother	Washington.	Those	
first	hours	spent	there	gave	me	a	
deeper	understanding	of	our	first	
president	and	of	how	influential	
Freemasonry	was	in	his	life.	Eleven	
years	later,	it	is	truly	humbling	to	
have	the	honor	and	privilege	of	
serving	as	President	of	the	Memo-
rial	Association.
When	I	joined	in	2005,	the	Board	

had	just	updated	the	mission	of	the	
Association.	The	original	objective,	
to	build	the	Memorial,	was	fulfilled.	
Our	new	mission	statement	focused	
on	maintaining	that	memorial	and	
further	to	“educate our members 
about George Washington, the man, 
the Mason, and Father of our Country, 

The attendees of the 2015 Washington’s Birthday Gala enjoy the opening reception in Memorial Hall.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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as well as to further educate the pub-
lic about Washington and the impact 
the Fraternity had on his vision of the 
future, his integrity, his perspectives 
on living and on relationships with his 
fellow man.”
Today,	the	Board’s	strategic	

plan	focuses	on	this	mission.	This	
will	require	long-range	funding	by	
actively	promoting	various	donor	
programs,	generating	income	by	
outside	use	of	the	building,	and	by	
asking	all	the	U.S.	Grand	Lodges	
to	support	the	Memorial	at	a	$1	per	
member	level.	We	are	pleased	to	
now	have	half	of	the	Grand	Lodges	
committed	to	this	level.	Regard-
ing	education,	we	are	expanding	
our	state	ambassador	program	to	
provide	Grand	Lodges	and	their	
individual	lodges	and	Masons	with	
educational	materials	and	pro-
grams.	With	this	effort,	we	hope	to	
bring	a	greater	understanding	of	
how	important	this	building	and	
its	mission	is	to	Masonry	in	the	
United	States	and	indeed	to	Masons	
throughout	the	world.
When	I	reflect	on	how,	at	first,	

I	only	knew	the	Memorial	as	a	
photograph	of	a	beautiful	Masonic	
building,	I	realize	how	many	among	
us	have	yet	to	experience	what	the	
Memorial	has	to	offer.	As	the	new	
President	of	the	Memorial	Asso-
ciation,	I	invite	you	to	visit	as	an	
individual,	as	a	lodge,	or	as	a	Grand	
Lodge.	You	will	find	it	a	powerful	
and	educational	experience	that	you	
won’t	soon	forget.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE, CONTINUED

our	missioN
To inspire humanity through  

education to emulate and  
promote the virtues, 

character and vision of  
George Washington,  
the Man, the Mason 

and Father of our Country.

CELEBRATING WASHINGTON’S 283RD BIRTHDAY, CONTINUED

As	evening	fell,	our	guests	assembled	to	attend	the	black	tie	Gala	in	honor	of	Wash-
ington’s	Birthday.	A	special	reception	was	held	for	members	of	the	George	Washington	
Memorial	Society	and	their	guests	in	the	George	Washington	Museum	on	the	fourth	
floor	(learn	about	the	Society	on	p.	15).	Then,	at	6	p.m.,	the	Gala	Reception	began	in	
Memorial	Hall.	Guests	enjoyed	refreshments	and	fellowship,	while	having	the	rare	oppor-
tunity	to	study	the	original	Watson-Cossoul	Apron.
Afterward,	our	guests	entered	the	Memorial’s	Theater	for	the	Gala	Concert,	once	again	

given	by	the	Washington	Metropolitan	Philharmonic	Association,	directed	by	Ulysses	S.	
James.	The	Philharmonic	performed	a	number	of	impressive	pieces,	including	works	by	
Masonic	composers	Franz	Liszt,	W.A.	Mozart,	Felix	Mendelssohn,	and	John	Philip	Sousa.
Then,	in	Grand	Masonic	Hall,	attendees	gathered	for	the	formal	Gala	Banquet.	The	

George	Washington	Memorial	Award	was	presented	to	scholar	Stuart	Leibiger,	who	
then	addressed	the	assembly	(see	p.	11	for	more	details). 
The	Memorial	is	proud	to	host	this	annual	recognition	of	the	tremendous	and	endur-

ing	impact	of	George	Washington’s	life	and	work.	Please	plan	now	to	join	us	for	2016!

The Washington Metropolitan Philharmonic Association performs in the Memorial’s Theater to celebrate George 
Washington’s Birthday.

At the George Washington Memorial Society reception, new President Ridgely H. Gilmour (center) stands with retiring 
President Donald G. Hicks, Jr. (left) and Executive Director George D. Seghers (right).
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message	from	alexaNdria
Your Support Makes the Memorial a Reality

by George D. Seghers

 On	January	15,	1783,	George	Washing-
ton	wrote	to	Bushrod	Washington,	“Let 

your heart feel for the affliction, and distress of 
every one; let your hand give in proportion to 
your purse; remembering always, the estimation 
of the Widows mite. But, that it is not every one 

who asketh, that deserveth charity; all however are worthy of the en-
quiry, or the deserving may suffer.”	As	Freemasons	we	are	doubly	
aware	of	our	responsibility	to	our	fellow	humans.	The	generos-
ity	of	our	Board	Members	and	our	Member	Grand	Lodges	was	
very	apparent	following	our	Annual	Meeting,	which	was	held	
February	15th.	Eighteen	of	our	twenty-one	Board	Members	
traveled	to	Vancouver	at	their	own	expense	to	attend	our	Board	
of	Directors	Meeting	and	our	Annual	Meeting.
Following	our	Annual	Meeting,	nearly	thirty	of	our	fifty-two	

Active	Members	(Grand	Lodges)	presented	contributions	to	
the	Memorial	Association.	The	remaining	Active	Members	
contribute	to	the	Memorial	at	various	times	throughout	the	
year.	Charity	truly	should	begins	at	home,	and	that	is	true	of	
our	Board	of	Directors.	They	give	their	time,	their	talents	and	
their	resources	to	insure	the	perpetuation	of	the	Memorial.	
We	will	miss	the	following	Board	Members	who	have	com-
pleted	their	three	year	term	of	office:	Richard	W.	Aydelotte	
from	Delaware;	D.	Brook	Cunningham	from	Arizona;	Craig	
L.	Davis	from	Iowa;	Benny	L.	Grisham	from	Illinois;	Lon	W.	
Kvasager	from	North	Dakota	and	Gregory	A.	Riley,	Sr.	from	
West	Virginia.	All	of	them	were	active,	engaged	and	contrib-
uting	Board	Members	and	we	are	confident	they	will	continue	
to	promote	and	work	for	the	Memorial.	We	will	especially	
miss	our	immediate	Past	President,	Donald	G.	Hicks,	Jr.,	Past	
Grand	Master	of	Massachusetts.	We	were	truly	blessed	to	have	
Don	on	our	Board	of	Directors	from	2003	through	2014.	Don	
was	nominated	for	Board	Membership	under	the	Presidency	of	
Warren	D.	“Duke”	Lichty.	Duke	was	the	President	who	set	the	
Memorial	Association	on	the	course	it	is	now	traveling.	Don	
was	elected	an	Officer	in	2006	and	served	as	our	President	in	
2013	and	2014.
The	eleven	years	that	Don	served	on	the	Board	were	years	

in	which	much	was	accomplished	and	much	was	planned,	
not	only	for	the	preservation	and	restoration	of	the	physi-
cal	Memorial	but	also	the	restructuring,	strengthening	and	
refocusing	of	the	Memorial	Association.	As	President	of	the	
Memorial	Association,	Don	was	a	leader	with	vision,	strength,	

courage	and	focus.	It	was	truly	a	pleasure	and	an	honor	to	work	
with	Don	and	we	look	forward	to	his	continuing	input	and	par-
ticipation	with	the	Memorial	Association.
This	February,	we	welcomed	our	new	President,	Ridgely	

H. Gilmour.	He	is	a	Past	Grand	Master	of	Masons	in	Utah,	and	
through	his	many	years	of	service	on	our	Board	of	Directors,	
I’ve	come	to	know	him	as	one	of	the	Memorial’s	most	stalwart	
and	energetic	supporters.
We	also	welcomed	some	new	Board	members	in	February:	

Orville	R.	Armstrong,	Past	Grand	Master	of	Tennessee;	John	
M.	Chambliss,	Jr.,	Past	Grand	Master	of	Virginia;	Richard	J.	
Elman,	Past	Grand	Master	of	Indiana;	Mansour	Hatefi,	Past	
Grand	Master	of	the	District	of	Columbia;	Douglas	W.	Mac-
Donald,	Sr.,	Past	Grand	Master	of	Georgia.	Also,	returning	
to	the	Board	were	Philip	G.	Buchholz,	Past	Grand	Master	of	
Wyoming;	Thomas	K.	Sturgeon,	Past	Grand	Master	of	Penn-
sylvania;	and	J.	F.	“Jeff”	Webb,	Past	Grand	Master	of	Louisiana.	
It	is	such	a	pleasure	to	work	with	such	outstanding	men	and	
Freemasons,	drawn	from	so	many	different	regions	of	our	
nation.	We	are	grateful	for	the	effort	and	energy	these	leaders	
devote	to	promoting	the	Memorial	and	its	work.
It	was	the	generosity	and	the	hard	work	of	the	Freema-

sons	of	the	United	States	that	made	The	George	Washington	
Masonic	National	Memorial	a	reality.	What	began	as	a	dream	
and	a	desire	to	emulate	and	perpetuate	the	virtues,	character	
and	vision	of	the	greatest	American,	the	Father	of	our	Country,	
George	Washington	in	enduring	stone	resulted	in	this	mag-
nificent	Memorial.	The	Board	of	Directors	formulated	a	long	
range	plan	for	the	Memorial	and	we	are	now	in	the	fifth	year	of	
the	plan.	Much	has	been	accomplished	in	the	last	few	years,	but	
there	is	still	much	to	be	done.	The	stabilization	and	restoration	
of	the	Memorial	is	well	underway,	some	of	the	most	difficult	
and	most	expensive	repairs	and	restorations	have	been	made.	
The	work	that	has	been	done	and	the	work	that	is	to	be	done	
would	not	be	a	reality	without	the	support	of	the	Freemasons	of	
America	and	the	Friends	of	the	Memorial.	It	is	the	generosity	
of	Grand	Lodges,	Lodges,	Masonic	Organizations	and	individ-
uals	that	is	propelling	the	Memorial	Association	forward.	On	
behalf	of	the	Officers	and	the	Board	of	Directors	I	extend	our	
sincere	thanks	and	appreciation.	Please	come	and	visit	your	
Memorial.
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 The	2015	George	Washington	Symposium	was	centered	on	the	theme,	“Liberty’s	Alli-
ance:	Washington,	Lafayette	and	Europeans’	Support	of	American	Independence.”	

The	additional	focus	on	Brother	Lafayette	was	partly	in	order	to	honor	with	the	upcom-
ing	voyage	of	an	exact	replica	of	General	Lafayette’s	eighteenth-century	tall	ship,	the	
Hermione.	After	crossing	the	Atlantic	and	visiting	Yorktown,	Virginia,	and	the	Mount	
Vernon	estate,	the	Hermione	will	moor	in	Alexandria	from	June	10	through	June	12,	2015.
The	first	presentation	was	Julia	Osman’s	“Soldiers	of	Liberty	and	Glory:	European	Offi-

cers	in	the	Continental	Army.”	Dr. Osman	is	an	Assistant	Professor	of	History	at	Mississippi	
State	University,	where	she	specializes	in	researching	the	seventeenth	and	eighteenth-century	
French	army.
Next,	Benjamin	Huggins	offered	his	talk,	“General	George	Washington	and	the	French	

Commanders.”	Dr.	Huggins	is	an	Assistant	Professor	and	Assistant	Editor	at	The Papers of 
George Washington	project	at	the	University	of	Virginia,	Charlottesville.	He	has	written	several	
articles	for	the	online	Journal of the American Revolution.
Finally,	Stuart	Leibiger	presented	“Washington	and	Lafayette:	Father	and	Son	of	the	Rev-

olution.”	Dr. Leibiger	is	professor	and	chair	of	the	History	Department	at	La	Salle	University	
in	Philadelphia.	His	book,	Founding Friendship: George Washington, James Madison, and the Cre-
ation of the American Republic,	was	published	by	the	University	of	Virginia	Press	in	1999.	He	has	
written	numerous	articles	on	the	Founders	for	historical	magazines	and	journals,	and	has	been	
a	historical	consultant	for	television	documentaries	and	museums.	Dr. Leibiger	was	later	pre-
sented	with	the	George	Washington	Memorial	Award	(see	the	story	on	p. 11).
The	George	Washington	Symposium	is	held	annually	at	the	Memorial	as	part	of	our	

observation	of	Washington’s	Birthday	to	provide	the	public	with	enlightening	contem-
porary	research	on	the	life	of	George	Washington.	Mark	A.	Tabbert,	the	Memorial’s	
Director	of	Collections,	serves	as	the	Symposium’s	Master	of	Ceremonies.
We	thank	the	outstanding	scholars	who	provided	lectures	helping	us	to	expand	our	

understanding	of	George	Washington	and	the	Marquis	de	Lafayette.

Annual	George	Washington	Symposium	Hosts	
Scholarship	on	Washington	and	Lafayette

Dozens of attendees gathered in the Memorial’s beautiful 
North Lodge Room on Washington’s Birthday to hear the 
three special presentations (top right).  
 
The scholars speaking at the Symposium were Dr. Julia 
Osman (top), Dr. Benjamin Huggins (center), and 
Dr. Stuart Leibiger (bottom).
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 Although	President	Louis	A.	Watres	was	empowered	to	secure	
an	architect	in	1920,	it	was	not	until	after	the	February	1921	

annual	meeting	of	the	Memorial	Association	that	the	search	truly	
began.	He	elected	to	delay	the	process	until	the	Association	had	
secured	sufficient	land	holdings	and	had	generated	sufficient	cash	
flow	to	sustain	the	monumental	project.	With	deeds	to	more	than	
12	acres	and	over	$350,000	in	hand,	he	and	the	Executive	Commit-
tee	decided	to	seek	advice	from	schools	of	architecture	at	several	
notable	Eastern	universities.
Three	months	later,	on	May	3,	1921,	the	Executive	Commit-

tee	met	in	New	York	City.	Its	members	were	President	Louis	A.	
Watres	of	Pennsylvania;	Melvin	M. Johnson	of	Massachusetts;	
William	L.	Daniels	of	New	Jersey;	Charles	C. Homer	of	Mary-
land;	William	S.	Farmer	of	New	York;	and	Committee	Secretary	
J.	Claude	Keiper	of	the	District	of	Columbia.	Their	purpose	was	to	
determine	the	proposed	Memorial’s	architectural	style.	Unfortu-
nately,	the	solicited	schools	of	architecture	were	of	little	help,	but	
a	report	from	the	American	Institute	of	Architects,		prompted	the	
men	into	what	was	recorded	as	a	“very	extensive”	discussion	of	the	
various	options.

A Question of Style
The	Committee’s	deliberations	led	them	to	strongly	consider	both	
the	Colonial	and	the	Gothic	styles,	with	“the	former	on	account	of	
its	association	with	Washington,	the	latter	because	of	its	Masonic	
origins.”	In	the	end,	the	Committee	agreed	to	contact	eminent	
architects	whose	work	best	represented	the	two	styles.	The	results	
of	these	inquiries	would	be	presented	at	the	next	meeting.
The	conversation	continued	when	the	Board	reassembled	in	

Washington,	D.C.,	on	September	12.	They	addressed	several	
non-architectural	issues	at	the	beginning	of	this	meeting.	John	
H. Cowles	resigned	upon	becoming	Sovereign	Grand	Com-
mander	of	the	Scottish	Rite	Supreme	Council	of	the	Southern	
Jurisdiction.	The	Association	reported	that	their	total	funds	avail-
able	stood	at	over	$400,000.	The	Board	decided	to	send	letters	
to	every	Grand	Master	to	encourage	promotion	of	the	anniver-
sary	celebration	of	George	Washington’s	Masonic	initiation	on	
November	4th.	Further	decisions	were	made	on	formally	incorpo-
rating	the	Association,	supporting	state	promotional	chairmen	
and	completing	the	details	of	the	partnership	agreement	with	
Alexandria-Washington	Lodge	No- 22.
After	lunch,	the	Directors	took	an	outing	across	the	Potomac	

to	Alexandria	in	order	to	inspect	Shuter’s	Hill.	In	light	of	a	report	
by	Charles	Callahan,	the	Board	agreed	to	purchase	fringe	parcels	
of	land	to	ensure	that	future	developments	would	never	encroach	

upon	the	Memorial.	The	Board	also	agreed	to	contract	with	a	
landscape	architect	to	beautify	the	hill.

Three Potential Architects
Then,	the	Committee	gave	consideration	to	the	replies	that	had	
been	received	from	their	inquiries	about	architectural	style.	Three	
architects—Paul	P. Cret	of	Philadelphia,	John	Russell	Pope	of	
New	York	and	Ralph	A.	Cram	of	Boston—recommended	neither	
the	Colonial	nor	Gothic	approach,	but	unanimously	endorsed	
that	the	Memorial	be	designed	in	the	Classical	style.	The	Board	
accepted	this	expert	assessment	in	stride,	and	voted	to	secure	the	
services	of	either	Cret	or	Pope.	If	neither	were	available,	they	
would	approach	Cram	to	become	the	Memorial’s	architect.
Paul	Philippe	Cret	(1876–1945)	was	a	French-born	architect	

who	taught	at	the	University	of	Pennsylvania.	Educated	in	Lyon	
and	Paris,	he	came	to	America	in	1903.	Cret	was	famous	for	work-
ing	in	the	Beaux-Arts	style,	which	employed	Classical	Greek	and	
Roman	forms	to	create	buildings	with	pronounced	ornamenta-
tion.	Examples	of	his	work	that	would	have	been	known	to	the	
Committee	are	the	Pan	American	Union	Building	in	Washington,	
D.C.	(1910),	the	National	Memorial	Arch	at	Valley	Forge	(1917),	
and	the	Indianapolis	Public	Library	(1917).
John	Russell	Pope	(1874–1937)	was	also	among	America’s	

greatest	architects.	Also	trained	in	the	Beaux-Arts	tradition,	Pope	
was	a	confirmed	Neo-Classicist	who	was	able	to	design	in	Gothic,	
Georgian	and	Tudor	styles	as	well.	His	accomplishments	already	
included	the	House	of	the	Temple	of	the	Scottish	Rite’s	Southern	
Jurisdiction	in	D.C.	(1915),	the	Branch	House	(1916)	and	Union	
Station	(1917),	both	in	Richmond,	Virginia.
Ralph	Adams	Cram	(1863–1942)	was	an	active	builder	of	col-

legiate	and	ecclesiastical	buildings	in	the	Gothic	style.	He	was	
the	senior	partner	in	the	firm	of	Cram	&	Ferguson	in	Boston,	
and	was	the	chair	of	the	school	of	architecture	at	mit.	Among	his	
more	famous	works	were	Princeton	University’s	Cleveland	Tower	
(1913),	New	York’s	Cathedral	of	St.	John	the	Divine	(c.	1916),	and	
All	Saints	Church	of	Peterborough,	New	Hampshire	(1920).

A New Option
On	October	10,	four	weeks	after	the	Directors’	meeting,	the	
Executive	Committee	reconvened	in	New	York	City.	The	Com-
mittee	reviewed	the	reports	“on	individuals	and	firms	of	architects	
obtained	by	the	Chairman.”	The	minutes	do	not	specifically	men-
tion	Messrs.	Cram,	Pope,	or	Cret,	but	simply	report	the	Committee	
adjourning	to	the	offices	of	Helmle	& Corbett,	“who	had	been	
interviewed	earlier	in	the	day	by	Brothers	Watres	and	Daniels.”

Finding	the	Master	Builder:	The	Executive	Committee	at	Work,	1921
	 by	Mark	A.	Tabbert
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studied	design	in	Paris.	Among	his	first	commissions	were	the	
municipal	buildings	of	Springfield,	Massachusetts,	dedicated	in	
1913.	Although	Corbett	had	a	Beaux-Arts	background,	he	also	
embraced	Modernism,	becoming	a	champion	of	step-back	sky-
scrapers.	One	of	his	most	impressive	accomplishments	in	New	
York	was	the	Bush	Tower	(1918),	a	30-story	skyscraper	with	Neo-
Gothic	elements.
A	few	days	after	meeting	with	the	Executive	Committee,	Cor-

bett	traveled	down	to	Alexandria	and,	in	the	company	of	Louis	
Watres	and	Charles	Callahan,	inspected	Shuter’s	Hill.	Back	on	the	
train	to	New	York	City,	he	sketched	his	vision	for	the	Memorial.	
A	few	days	later,	on	October	29th,	the	Executive	Committee	

convened	again	in	the	offices	of	Helmle	&	Corbett.	The	minutes	
report:	“The	sketches	were	explained	to	the	Committee	at	length	
and	were	approved	by	it,	as	a	general	scheme,	the	details	to	be	
submitted	at	the	next	meeting	of	the	Committee.”	And	with	these	
words	the	Memorial	had	its	master	builder.	

Mark A. Tabbert is the Director of Library & Museum Collections  
of The George Washington Masonic National Memorial Association.

It	appears	that	all	three	of	the	other	architects	had	declined	
the	commission,	or	that	perhaps	the	Committee	found	them	
unsuitable.	While	Cret,	Pope,	and	Cram	did	not	work	on	the	
Memorial,	all	of	them	made	major	contributions	to	the	Capital	
region,	which	is	the	Memorial’s	context.	Cret	would	later	design	
the	Folger	Shakespeare	Library	(1932)	and	the	Marriner	S.	Eccles	
Federal	Reserve	Board	Building	(1937).	Pope	went	on	to	design	
the	National	Archives	(1935),	the	National	Gallery	of	Art	(1941),	
and	the	Jefferson	Memorial	(1942).	For	his	part,	Cram	made	many	
contributions	to	the	design	of	D.C.’s	National	Cathedral.

The Builder Found
How	Louis	Watres	and	William	Daniels	came	to	know	the	firm	of	
Helmle	&	Corbett	is	unclear,	but	it	may	be	through	their	work	on	
the	Brooklyn	Masonic	Temple	(1907).	In	any	case,	after	the	visit	
and	much	discussion,	the	committee	passed	a	resolution	to	have	
Harvey	W.	Corbett	visit	Shuter’s	Hill	and	asked	his	firm	submit	a	
contour	map	with	“a	model	of	such	a	structure	as	they	propose	to	
erect	thereon	.	.	.	.”
Harvey	Wiley	Corbett	(1873–1954)	graduated	with	an	engi-

neering	degree	from	the	University	of	California	in	1895	and	

The Springfield Municipal Group, designed by Harvey Wiley Corbett and dedicated in 
1913 in Springfield, Massachusetts, comprises the City Hall building, the Auditorium, 
and a 300-foot tall Campanile or bell tower. This impressive trio of Neoclassical buildings 
was cited in the Executive Committee’s resolution as a major reason why they entered into 
discussions with the architectural firm of Helmle & Corbett.

Harvey Wiley Corbett’s initial sketch, made in October 1921, while on the train back 
to New York after visiting the site of the Memorial, depicts a monumental lighthouse 
with distinctive Beaux-Arts features, including a highly-decorated roofline on the lower 
structure, and a grand archway at the door. The design would be refined in the coming 
months, but the original concept proved to be a compelling inspiration.
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 Every	Freemason	is	familiar	with	the	beautiful	lessons	on	
the	art	of	architecture	that	are	communicated	in	the	Fellow	

Craft	degree.	There,	we	learn	about	the	origin	of	stonemasonry	
through	the	architectural	imitation	of	ancient	wooden	buildings:	
how	stone	pillars	took	the	place	of	upright	tree	trunks,	and	how	
the	planks	that	framed	these	supports	inspired	the	bases	and	cap-
itals	found	on	stone	pillars.	In	some	older	versions	of	our	lectures,	
even	more	detail	is	found	regarding	the	ancient	origins	of	the	
Doric,	Ionic	and	Corinthian	orders.	
These	historical	illustrations	are	remnants	of	a	stage	of	devel-

opment	within	our	Craft	that	is	little	remembered	today.	There	
was	a	time	when,	in	addition	to	the	physical	symbolism	of	the	
working	tools	of	stonemasonry	and	the	abstract	knowledge	of	
geometry,	the	study	of	architecture	itself	had	a	role	in	the	lives	of	
many	brethren.

The Early Grand Lodge Era
Most	of	us	are	aware	that	on	the	Feast	of	St.	John	the	Baptist,	
1717,	the	first	Grand	Lodge	came	into	existence	in	London.	Four	
of	the	existing	London	lodges	cooperated	to	establish	it,	and	it	
had	a	transformative	effect	on	Masonry	everywhere.	One	of	the	

This	Divine	Science:	Architecture	and	Speculative	Freemasonry 
by	Shawn	E.	Eyer

early	successes	of	the	premier	Grand	Lodge	was	the	publication	
of	Bro. James	Anderson’s	Constitutions of the Free-Masons	in	1723.		
This	book,	which	formed	the	basis	for	all	Masonic	constitutions	to	
follow	it,	reveals	a	keen	interest	in	the	art	of	architecture.	Facing	
the	book’s	title	page	is	a	beautiful	engraving	by	Bro. John	Pine,	
depicting	leaders	of	the	Grand	Lodge	in	an	imaginative	archi-
tectural	setting	wherein	the	five	Classical	orders	of	architecture	
progressively	approach	and	frame	the	foreground.
Turning	the	pages	of	this	foundational	Masonic	text	reveals	a	

Craft	deeply	concerned	with	the	history	and	practice	of	architec-
ture.	There	are	more	than	two	dozen	references	to	architecture	
throughout	the	first	Book	of	Constitutions,	where	the	term	is	
nearly	synonymous	with	Masonry.	These	references	are	often	
unexpected.	For	example,	the	tabernacle	of	Moses	is	described	as	
a	work	of	architecture.	King	Solomon	is	described	as	“that	wisest	
Man	and	most	glorious	King	of	Israel,	the	Prince	of	Peace	and	
Architecture.”	In	the	legends	of	the	first	Grand	Lodge,	the	Temple	
of	Solomon	was	of	such	inspired	architecture	that	the	traveling	
stonemasons	who	erected	it	“corrected	the	Architecture	of	their	
own	Country	upon	their	Return.”	This	idea	still	echoes	faintly	in	
our	teachings,	but	it	was	a	key	concept	and	quite	explicit	then.

The 1723 first edition of Anderson’s Constitutions, showing the elaborate engraving of John Pine, is on display under protective glass in The Form and Function of American Freemasonry 
exhibit on the first floor of the Memorial. It was the first official publication of the original Grand Lodge.
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The Palladian Revival
The	architectural	story	in	Anderson’s	Constitutions	culminates	
in	a	fascinating	development	that	is	seldom	discussed	today:	
the	celebration	of	a	revived	Classical	style	of	architecture	com-
ing	to	England	through	the	work	of	“our	great	Master-Mason”	
Inigo	Jones	(1573–1652),	inspired	in	turn	by	the	Italian	architect,	
Andrea	Palladio.	Masons	are	even	surprised	to	learn	of	the	stance	
of	the	Grand	Lodge	against	Gothic	architecture,	and	Anderson	
describes	how	the	royal	patronage	of	the	Craft	“recovered”	Classi-
cal	architectures	from	“the	Ruins	of	Gothic	Ignorance.”

For after many dark or illiterate Ages, as soon as all Parts of Learn-
ing reviv’d, and Geometry recover’d its Ground, the polite Nations 
began to discover the Confusion and Impropriety of the Gothick 
Buildings.

All	of	this	was	no	mere	personal	fancy	of	Bro.	Anderson.	In	the	
early	eighteenth	century,	England	turned	to	Palladianism	in	order	
to	establish	a	new	national	taste	in	architecture.	The	style	of	Palla-
dio	(1508–1580)	has	been	described	as	the	very	quintessence	of	the	
value	of	the	High	Renaissance.	Inigo	Jones	was	the	first	to	apply	
Palladio’s	Neo-Classical	approach	in	England,	and	many	Freema-
sons	regarded	this	as	a	major	improvement	and	wished	to	further	
encourage	it.	The	examples	go	far	beyond	Anderson’s	Constitu-
tions.	Martin	Clare,	a	leading	figure	in	the	premier	Grand	Lodge,	
presented	portions	of	Palladio’s	Four Books on Architecture as lodge 
education	programs.	In	the	oldest	surviving	Masonic	speech,	
Francis	Drake	noted	that	in	many	lodges,	“a	lecture	on	some	point	
of	Geometry	or	Architecture	is	given	at	every	Meeting.”	Edward	
Oakley,	in	a	lodge	speech	given	in	London	in	1728,	said	that

it is highly necessary for the Improvement of the Members of a Lodge, 
that such Instruments and Books be provided, as be convenient and 
useful in the Exercise, and for the Advancement of this Divine Sci-
ence of Masonry, and that proper Lectures be constantly read in such 
of the Sciences, as shall be thought to be most agreeable to the Society, 
and to the Honour and Instruction of the Craft.

Two	years	later,	Oakley,	himself	an	architect,	published	just	
such	a	textbook	of	Palladian	architecture	for	the	use	of	anyone	who	
wanted	to	study	the	subject.	It	was	illustrated	by	Benjamin	Cole,	
another	leading	Freemason	of	the	day.	It’s	easy	to	see	how	quality	
architecture	was	a	widespread	concern	among	the	early	Craft.

Bringing Classical Style to America
It	might	be	little	surprise	that	the	early	American	Freema-
sons	were	influenced	by	these	ideas	as	well.	The	first	American	
Masonic	book	was	Benjamin	Franklin’s	reprint	of	Anderson’s	Con-
stitutions,	which	helped	the	Craft	get	established	in	the	colonies.	

In	his	2014	book,	That Religion in Which All Men Agree: Freema-
sonry in American Culture,	historian	David	Hackett	describes	how	
colonial	Freemasonry	went	hand	in	hand	with	a	new	sense	of	
cultural	refinement,	often	providing	a	venue	for	the	cultivation	of	
a	more	widespread	appreciation	of	the	arts.	While	the	American	
Masons	echoed	their	English	counterparts	in	the	importance	of	
Neo-Classical	architecture,	the	most	significant	proponent	of	Pal-
ladianism	would	be	Thomas	Jefferson.	While	it	is	highly	unlikely	
that	Jefferson	was	a	Freemason,	he	was	a	devotee	of	Andrea	Palla-
dio.	While	in	Europe,	he	obtained	a	copy	of	Palladio’s	Four Books 
on Architecture,	and	later	referred	to	it	as	his	“bible.”	In	Jefferson’s	
view,	this	kind	of	architecture	was	not	just	beautiful,	but	it	could	
“excite	ideas”—and	was	therefore	reflective	of	the	new,	free	soci-
ety	that	Americans	hoped	to	build.	After	the	Revolution,	through	
Jefferson’s	efforts	and	those	of	George	Washington,	Neo-Classical	
architecture	would	become	the	style	of	the	new	Federal	city	and	
the	distinctive	architecture	of	the	American	republic.

Enduring Lessons in Stone
By	now,	it	is	clear	that	there	was	a	time	when	Freemasonry’s	focus	
on	architecture	was	far	more	specific	than	we	normally	imag-
ine.	But,	although	the	Craft	no	longer	promotes	the	erection	
of	Palladian	buildings,	the	purpose	of	Freemasonry’s	interest	in	
architecture	is	never	to	teach	trivia	for	the	sake	of	trivia.	Perhaps	
the	most	important	architectural	lesson	that	we	are	still	taught	
in	our	degrees	is	when,	after	considering	the	five	Classical	orders	
of	architecture,	we	are	informed	that	Freemasonry	does	not	view	
the	five	equally.	Three	are	superior.	Both	the	stripped-down	and	
overly-complex	approaches	lose	the	purity	found	in	the	more	bal-
anced	Grecian	forms.	This	is	a	lesson	in	aesthetics	that	is	far	more	
than	an	historical	footnote,	for	it	can	be	readily	applied	in	our	per-
sonal	and	professional	activities.	In	it,	we	see	another	aspect	of	our	
ancient	Craft’s	enduring	relevance,	as	we	thoughtfully	go	about	
our	work	in	the	quarries	of	our	lives.
While	our	teachings	about	architecture	are	usually	metaphor-

ical	today,	there	are	times	when	we	really	are	builders.	Those	
occasions	give	us	an	opportunity	to	translate	our	ancient	teachings	
into	physical	reality.	Nowhere	is	this	better	demonstrated	than	in	
the	design	of	the	George	Washington	Masonic	National	Memo-
rial,	where	the	five	Classical	orders,	tastefully	accented	by	modern	
Art	Deco	elements,	unite	in	an	harmonious	fabric	devoted	forever	
to	the	memory	of	our	most	esteemed	Freemason,	Brother	George	
Washington.	We	imagine	that	brethren	like	James	Anderson,	
Martin	Clare,	Francis	Drake,	Edward	Oakley,	and	Benjamin	Cole	
would	be	proud	to	see	that	the	Fraternity	which	they	establish	
in	the	upstairs	halls	of	English	taverns	would	one	day	honor	its	
greatest	member	with	a	structure	of	such	magnificent	beauty.

Shawn E. Eyer is the Director of Communications and Development  
of The George Washington Masonic National Memorial Association.
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 A s	evening	fell	on	Friday,	January 9,	
the	George	Washington	Masonic	

National	Memorial	was	illuminated	in	
blue	in	recognition	of	National	Law	
Enforcement	Appreciation	Day.	
At	exactly	5:30	p.m.,	dozens	of	Alexan-

dria	Sheriff ’s	Office	and	Alexandria	Police	
Department	police	cruisers	that	were	
parked	along	the	Memorial’s	front	drive	
activated	their	light	bars	and	emergency	
strobe	lights.	Simultaneously,	the	build-
ing’s	lights	were	activated	in	blue	to	show	
support	for	Alexandria’s	law	enforcement	
officers	and	Project	Blue	Light.	
Supporting	this	effort	were	the	Alex-

andria	Committee	of	Police	Local	5,	the	
Southern	States	Police	Benevolent	Asso-
ciation,	the	Alexandria	Police	Association	
and	the	Alexandria	Sheriff ’s	Association.
“Because	of	the	Memorial’s	prominent	

location	in	Alexandria,	this	event	was	wit-
nessed	for	miles	around,”	said	Shawn	Eyer,	
the	Memorial’s	Director	of	Communi-
cations	and	Development.	“It	was	a	truly	
impressive	display	to	promote	community	
awareness	of	the	sacrifices	made	by	law	
enforcement	personnel.”
Concerns	of	Police	Survivors	(CoPs)	

and	the	National	Fraternal	Order	of	
Police	(foP)	designated	January	9,	2015	as	
National	Law	Enforcement	Appreciation	
Day	to	remind	the	public	of	the	tremen-
dous	efforts	law	enforcement	officers	take	
to	keep	our	communities	safe.	The	foP 
notes	that	on	average	between	105	and	
203	officers	die	in	the	line	of	duty	each	
year	and	that	50,000	officers	are	assaulted	
and	14,000	officers	are	injured	annually	in	
performance	of	their	duties.	Project	Blue	
Light	is	a	nationwide	recognition	of	those	
Police	Officers	who	have	fallen	in	the	line	
of	duty.

The	Memorial	Celebrates 
National	Law	Enforcement	
Appreciation	Day
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 On	January	31,	2015,	at	their	204th	Annual	Grand	Commu-
nication,	the	Freemasons	of	Louisiana	passed	a	resolution	

to	annually	support	the	George	Washington	Masonic	National	
Memorial	with	$1	for	each	Master	Mason	on	their	rolls.
Several	brethren	were	instrumental	in	promoting	the	adoption	

of	this	important	proposal,	including:	William	Jules	Mollere,	the	
Grand	Master	of	Louisiana;	J.F.	“Jeff”	Webb,	Past	Grand	Master	
of	Louisiana	and	Second	Vice	President	of	the	Memorial	Asso-
ciation;	and	Chuck	Penn,	Past	Grand	Master	of	Louisiana	and	a	
former	member	of	the	Association’s	Board	of	Directors.
The	Grand	Lodge	of	Free	and	Accepted	Masons	of	the	State	of	

Louisiana	is	the	26th	Grand	Lodge	to	support	the	Memorial	on	an	
ongoing	basis	with	$1	Per	Member	per	year.	The	other	partici-
pating	Grand	Lodges	are	(in	order	of	participation):	the	District	
of	Columbia,	North	Dakota,	Michigan,	Alaska,	Virginia,	Mary-
land,	Washington,	Massachusetts,	Nebraska,	New	Jersey,	New	
Hampshire,	Oklahoma,	Puerto	Rico,	Wisconsin,	Utah,	Oregon,	
Wyoming,		Rhode	Island	and	Providence	Plantations,	Indiana,	
Idaho,	Nevada,	Delaware,	Connecticut,	Maine,	and	Kentucky.
“Louisiana’s	support	of	the	George	Washington	Masonic	

National	Memorial	makes	a	real	difference	in	our	work	and	
programs,”	said	the	Memorial	Association’s	Executive	Director,	
George	D.	Seghers.	“We	are	extremely	thankful	to	all	of	our	Loui-
siana	brethren	for	their	contribution.”

The	Grand	Lodge	of	Connecticut	
Joins	the	Masonic	Digital	Archives

 The	Masonic	Digital	Archives	recently	expanded	by	the	
addition	of	more	than	two	hundred	volumes	as	the	Proceed-

ings	of	the	Grand	Lodge	of	Ancient,	Free	and	Accepted	Masons	
of	the	State	of	Connecticut.	Spanning	225	years	of	Connecticut	
Masonic	history	from	1789	to	2014,	these	texts	provide	researchers	
with	ease	of	access	as	never	before.	The	addition	of	the	Connecti-
cut	Proceedings	means	that	nine	Grand	Lodges	now	have	made	
their	histories	available	through	the	Memorial’s	Masonic	Digital	
Archives.	The	physical	volumes	were	carefully	digitized	in	the	
Memorial’s	high-quality	scanning	lab,	and	subsequently	uploaded	
into	our	recently-upgraded	Masonic	Digital	Archives	system.
New	2015	upgrades	have	made	the	Archives	even	easier	to	use.	

In	addition	to	the	faster	speed	and	book-style	display,	we	now	
feature	the	ability	to	download	Pdfs	of	most	items.	Text	may	be	
copied	from	these	Pdfs,	saving	researchers	valuable	time.	Also,	
a	new	help	file	provides	instruction	shortcuts.	To	explore	the	
Masonic	Digital	Archives,	visit	http://gwmemorial.org/archives.

Ridgely H. Gilmour, President of The George Washington Masonic National Memorial 
Association (left), presents a plaque to William Jules Mollere, the Grand Master of 
Louisiana (center) in token of appreciation for Louisiana’s outstanding support of the 
Memorial, as J.F. “Jeff ” Webb, Past Grand Master of Louisiana and Second Vice President 
of the Memorial Association (right), looks on.

The	Grand	Lodge	of	Louisiana 
Adopts	the	$1	Per	Member	Campaign
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 The	2015	George	Washington	Memorial	Award	was	presented	to	Stuart	Leibiger	at	the	
George	Washington’s	Birthday	Gala,	held	February	22	at	the	Memorial.	Dr. Leibiger	

is	professor	and	chair	of	the	History	Department	at	La	Salle	University	in	Philadelphia.	A	
noted	academic	in	his	field,	he	has	written	numerous	articles	on	Washington	and	the	other	
Founders	for	historical	magazines	and	journals.	He	has	also	been	a	historical	consultant	for	
television	documentaries	and	museums.
The	Award	was	presented	by	Ridgely	H.	Gilmour,	the	President	of	The	George	

Washington	Masonic	National	Memorial	Association.	Brother	Gilmour	congratulated	
Dr. Leibiger	and	thanked	him	for	his	many	valuable	contributions	to	the	public’s	deeper	
understanding	of	George	Washington.	Dr. Leibiger	then	addressed	the	attendees	at	the	Gala,	
presenting	a	very	insightful	lecture	titled,	“‘His	Simplicity	is	Truly	Sublime’:	Lafayette	Sees	a	
New	Side	of	Washington	at	Mount	Vernon.”
His	book,	Founding Friendship: George Washington, James Madison, and the Creation of the 

American Republic,	was	published	by	the	University	of	Virginia	Press	in	1999.	In	this	fasci-
nating	history,	Dr. Leibiger	explores	how	Washington	relied	heavily	on	Madison’s	advice,	
pen,	and	legislative	skill.	Together,	they	endeavored	to	create	a	democratic	framework	
that	would	satisfy	the	majority	while	protecting	the	rights	of	the	minority.	Through	the	
process	of	dialogue	about	the	form	and	structure	of	the	new	Republic,	the	men	developed	
a	profound	and	enduring	friendship.

Founding Friendship	a	fascinating	read,	and	we’re	pleased	to	announce	that	it	is	now	
available	from	our	Gift	Shop.	To	order	your	copy,	please	see	the	details	at	right.

La	Salle	Professor	Receives	the	2015	 
George	Washington	Memorial	Award

This	informative	book,	by	2015	George	Wash-
ington	Memorial	Award	winner	Stuart	Leibiger,	
will	enrich	your	understanding	of	American	
history	and	the	minds	of	Washington	and	Madi-
son.	Paperback,	296	pages.	$22.50.	(No-	836)

To	get	your	copy,	use	our	order	form	on	p. 15.	
Or,	order	by	phone	at	703-549-9234,	and	on	the	
web	at	http://gwmemorial.org/shopping/

New	gift	shoP	item
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*In Memory of    **In Honor of

Contributors 
The George Washington  
Memorial Society 
L.	Todd	Eastham		 KY
Ridgely	H.	Gilmour	 UT
Anne	Carroll	Gilmour	 UT
Jack	D.	Anderson	 MT
Gale	H.	Kenney	 WA
Philip	G.	Buchholz	 WY
J.	F.	“Jeff”	Webb	 LA
Donald	G.	Hicks,	Jr.	 MA
James	T.	Feezell	 DC
Akram	R.	Elias	 DC
Frederick	E.	Kaiser,	Jr.	 MI
Louis	Castle	 NV
Randal	Slinkard	 TX
Paul	M.	Carroll	 MA
James	M.	Scearce,	Jr.	 VA
John	R.	“Bo”	Cline	 AK
Kerry	D.	Kirk	 VA
David	B.	“Ben”	Browning	 VA
Miriam	F.	Browning	 VA
James	A.	Manninen	 MA
Graham	A.	Long	 MA
Clark	B.	Loth	 MA
Hans	S.	Pawlisch	 MD
Steve	Wittberger											United	Kingdom
Christopher	Wade	 VA
Robert	P.	Conley	 MI
Barry	A.	Rickman	 SC
Roger	A.	Simmons	 AL
Loyd	Davis	 VA
Volodya	A.	Lozanov																				Bulgaria
Emil	M.	Harsev																												 Bulgaria
Michael	L.	Caprio,	Jr.	 NJ
Donald	Smith	 DC
Todd	Smith	 TX
Anna	E.	Clark	 NJ
Chester	H.	Clark	 NJ
Oscar	LopezMiranda	 TX
James	A.	Schad	 MI
Dean	R.	Baker	 PA
Lawrence	E.	Bethune	 MA
Shawn	E.	Eyer	 VA
George	D.	Seghers	 VA
Louise	Gates	Seghers	 VA
Seth	A.	Hunter	 MA
George	O.	Braatz	 MD
Larry	Christenson	 PA
Thomas	W.	Jackson	 PA
Andrew	Huttner	 VA
O.	McNeil	Marple	 VA
Michael	R.	Aulicino	 VA
Charles	W.	McElwee	 MD
Dean	S.	Clatterbuck	 DC
Sandra	Clatterbuck	 DC
Joseph	G.	Funcasta	 MA
Thomas	A.	Spencer	 TX
David	Narkunas	 NH
Robert	N.	Stutz	 NJ
Leo	F.	“Lee”	Snidersich	 MI
Edgar	N.	Peppler	 NJ
Lon	W.	Kvasager	 ND
Daniel	Toole	 MI
William	R.	Currier	 MA
Prince	D.	Selvaraj																												Ontario
Paul	Ricciardi	 MA
Austin	Ryan	 MA
Richard	J.	Stewart	 MA

Jeffery	Derocher	 MI
Karl	Buschhaus	 WI
Alexander	Jordan	 WA
B.	Palmer	Mills	 GA
Richard	B.	Anderson	 WI
Marc	J.	Milburn	 MI
F.	Richard	Carlson	 IL
Donald	H.	LaLiberte	 MA
Richard	P.	Schulze	 FL
Dennis	Grant	 FL
Thomas	E.	Gilliam,	Jr.	 VA
Frederick	G.	Kleyn	 CA
William	E.	Haase	 MI
Robert	K.	McDilda	 TX
Gerald	Blomquist	 MI
Corey	F.	Curtiss	 MI
Bryce	B.	Hildreth	 IA
Stephen	J.	Ponzillo	III	 MD
Kenneth	G.	Nagel	 CA
Frank	R.	Dunaway,	Jr.	 FL
Kenneth	S.	Wyvill,	Jr.	 MD
G.	R.	“Mike”	Harman	 SC
Frank	V.	Sturgeon	 VA
James	G.	Kelley	 NV
Emil	J.	Klingenfus	 VA
John	Vining	 MA
Joseph	M.	Van	Name	 VA
Carl	Gagliardi	 VA
R.	Robert	McElwee	 PA
Jeffrey	N.	Nelson	 ND
Leonard	Proden	 DC
Robert	D.	Pollock	 VA
James	Arnold	 CA
Robert	W.	Gregory	 CO
Damon	Riddell	 VA
D.	Brook	Cunningham	 AZ
Robert	Russell	 MI
Fred	E.	Allen	 TX
Geraldine	Windham	Werdig	 VA
Harry	Lyon	 VA
Daniel	R.	Ruiz-Isasi	 FL
Tim	Russell	 VA
Blaine	H.	Simons	 UT
James	H.	Laughlin	 VA
Tod	William	Voss	 NE
Dennis	Herrold	 MI
Jerry	L.	Durmire	 NC
Wayne	Sirmon	 AL
Robert	C.	Chamberlain	 MA
Marty	Alexander	 HI
Ryan	Koniak	 VA
Marshall	E.	Waters	 VA

The Society of Washington Lodges
Charter	members
Washington	Lodge	No-	20	 CA
Washington-Lafayette	Lodge	No-	176	VA
George	Washington	Lodge	No-	251	 WA
			(now	University	Lodge	No-	141)
Potomac	Lodge	No-	5	 DC
Washington	Lodge	No-	70	 CT
Washington	Daylight	Lodge	No-	14	 DC
Alexandria-Washington	Lodge	No-	22	VA
Federal	Lodge	No-	1	 DC
Washington	Lodge	No-	46	 OR
George	Washington	Lodge	No-	161	 CO

regular	members
Fellowship	Lodge	No-	490	 MI

Marine	Lodge	 MA
Wamesit	Lodge	 MA
Columbian	Lodge	 MA
Jackson	Lodge	No-	82	 MO
Golden	Rule	Lodge	 MA

Friends of the Memorial

New Century 
Gerald	R.	Bee		 VA
Peter	Gilson		 MA
G.	R.	“Mike”	Harman		 SC
James	A.	Manninen		 MA
Ellsworth	L.	Moynier*		 CA
by	Velda	G.	Moynier	
James	W.	Oates	 CT
Priscilla	B.	Patton		 IL
Charles	Stuart	Simms**		 VA
	 by	William	A.	Simms,	Jr.	
Ethel	Mankin	Simms**		 VA
	 by	William	A.	Simms,	Jr.	
Russell	Leonard	Simms**		 VA
	 by	William	A.	Simms,	Jr.	
Lary	R.	Smith		 MI
Widow’s	Son’s	Lodge	No-	60		 VA
Thomas	L.	Winter		 NY

Platinum 
Bartlett	Lodge	No-	211		 TN
Crossville	Lodge	No-	483		 TN
Jimmie	K.	Crowder		 VA
Donald	T.	Dudeck		 IL
David	E.	Fulford		 PA
Geneva	Lodge	No-	139		 IL
Donald	A.	Hacker		 WA
Daniel	E.	Huffman		 NC
Anthony	A.	E.	Onyisi		 VA
Karl	O.	Schwartz		 MA
Sinclair	Lodge	No-	154		 SC
Frederick	L.	Sorsabal		 CA
Square	&	Compass	Club		 SC
	 of	the	Midlands
John	R.	Stephens		 IL
R.	Hugh	Van	Brimer		 VA
Anderson	H.	Ziedler,	Jr.		 CT

Gold 
Acacia	Lodge	No-	49		 NV
Thomas	J.	Anders		 IL
Donald	J.	Campbell		 WA
Boyd	E.	Fulmer		 SC
Bernard	M.	Granum		 MN
Ruth	Harrington		 VA	
Mansour	Hatefi		 DC
Robert	L.	Hileman		 SC
Robert	C.	Holland,	iii		 VA
Michael	Johnson		 MD
Samuel	M.	Jones		 VA
Richard	Milton	Kennedy		 CT
William	K.	Konze		 MD
William	U.	MacBrayne		 VA
Carl	E.	Meissner,	Jr.		 MA
David	J.	Miller		 FL
Robert	L.	Moore		 VA
William	Albert	Morison		 MA
David	L.	Nielsen		 MT
Lewis	W.	Pennell		 CT	
Kevin	Perry		 MI
Lawrence	A.	Phillips		 MD

Stephen	J.	Ponzillo,	iii		 MD	
James	H.	Ray		 SC
Rolla	Lodge	No-	66		 ND
Robert	M.	Saverance		 SC
Jay	W.	Smith		 PA
St.	David’s	Lodge	No-	72		 SC
St.	John’s	Lodge	No-	36		 VA
Thomas	A.	Transue		 CT
Valley	of	Baltimore,	aasr		 MD
Vista	Lodge	No-	215		 OR
David	Thurston	Wright		 MA

Silver 
7th	District	Square	&	Compass	Club	 SC
Alan	W.	Adkins		 VA
James	F.	Alby		 WI
Thomas	A.	Anderson		 IL
Eugene	M.	Bane		 VA
Gregory	Bodine		 AL
Joseph	J.	Brooks,	Jr.	 NC
Barry	Crosbey		 SC
Carolyn	D.	Dixon**		 VA
	 by	Frederick	Dixon	
Franklin	Lodge	No-	12		 DE
Thomas	E.	Hayden		 SC
John	R.	Heath		 IL
Inman	Lodge	No-	201		 SC
Jerry	W.	Jackson		 TX
Jackson	Shrine	Club**		 SC
	 by	Robert	E.	David,	Jr.	
Calvin	K.	Keyler*		 VT
	 by	Forest	Unity	Chapter	No-	82	
Kathryn &	James	Kudrick		 NJ
Martha	K.	Leckar		 FL
James	J.	Lewis	VA
Lewisville	Chapter	No-	935,	oes		 TX
Lone	Oak	Lodge	No-	372		 SC
Dubose	R.	“Bosie”		 SC
 &	Elizabeth	G.	Martin
John	C.	Mayers		 VA
Mt.	Moriah	Lodge	No-	196		 SC
J.	Douglas	Newlin		 IL
North	Star	Lodge	No-	241		 PA
Darwin	Pace		 WY
Pacific	Lodge	No-	325		 SC
John	Harris	Parsons		 MA
Queen	City	Lodge	No-	761		 TN
Robert	C.	Seymour		 CT
Sebastiana	&	Douglas	Springmann		VA
Robert	Staib		 CA
James	D.	Stinespring,	Jr.		 IL
Mark	Teale		 MI
Tiffin	Lodge	No-	77		 OH
Union	Lodge	No-	75		 SC
Timothy	M.	Urbanik		 IL
Thomas	M.	Velvin,	Jr.		 MD
Clifford	M.	Walden		 SC
Wickliffe	Lodge	No-	625		 KY

Tree Dedications 
Charles	L.	Baldwin*		 GA
	 by	his	Family	
The	Buchholz	Family**		 WY
	 by	Phil	&	Janet	Buchholz	
M.	Pearl	Campbell*		 OH
	 by	Jack	&	Lucy	Campbell	
William	David	Clark*		 NJ
	 by	Chester	H.	Clark	
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	 by	Chester	H.	Clark	
Linda	P.	Davis	&	Ted	M.	Gall		 VA
Truman	G.	Hix		 CO
Robert	D.	Holland,	ii**		 VA
	 by	the	Holland	Family	
Robert	D.	Holland,	Sr.*		 VA
	 by	the	Holland	Family	
Charles	P.	Lauman*		 MA
	 by	Richard	J.	Stewart	
James	&	Ann	Stewart*		 MA
	 by	Richard	J.	Stewart	

Patrons
Alexandria-Washington	Lodge	No-	22	VA
Alvin	I.	Singer	 IL
W.	David	Hanisch	 CA
W.	Lee	Long	 NC
H.	Malvern	Marks	 TX
Stanley	A.	Raley	 CA
Loren	E.	Schrock	 OR
Loyd	E.	Davis	 UT
Doris	E.	Hoffman	 MI
George	&	Louise	Seghers	 VA
Masonic	Ancients		 PA
			of	Pennsylvania

Anthony	&	Marilyn	Wordlow	 CA
James	A.	&	Shirley	M.	Pletz	 DE
Mark	&	Kathy	Genung	 IN
Joseph	C.	Connolly	 MA
Columbia-Keystone	Royal	Arch	 PA
			Chapter	No-	3	
Jack	Callahan	 AL
Richard	W.	Sweet	 AZ
Warner	B.	Connolly	 MI
Ann	&	Chester	Clark	 NJ
George	J.	Koca	 IL
Tuoc	Kim	Pham	 CA
Pioneer	Lodge	No-	70	 NJ
Wm.	R.	Singleton-Hope-Lebanon	 DC
			Lodge	No-	7	
Thomas	W.	Jackson	 PA
Grand	Lodge	of	Bulgaria														Bulgaria
AASR	Valley	of	Eugene,	Oregon	 OR
Donald	E.	Daume	 NJ
The	Square	Club,	New	Jersey	 NJ
William	A.	Simms,	Jr.		 VA
Ridgely	H.	Gilmour		 UT
David	B.	“Ben”	 VA
   &	Miriam	F.	Browning		
Columbian	Lodge,	AF&AM		 MA
Humane	Lodge	No-	21		 NH

George	Washington	Memorial	 
Society	Membership

 At	the	2013	annual	meeting	of	the	Memorial	Association,	the	
Board	of	Directors	voted	to	approve	extending	the	oppor-

tunity	to	become	a	Charter	Member	of	the	George	Washington	
Memorial	Society.	The	Society	comprises	a	select	group	of	mem-
bers	dedicated	to	supporting	the	Memorial	and	its	mission.
The	Society’s	Charter	Members	are	those	who	donate	$1,000	

or	more	to	the	Memorial	with	their	original	membership	applica-
tion,	and	$250	or	more	per	year	thereafter.	Charter	Members	will	
receive	a	unique	patent	signifying	their	membership	in	the	Soci-
ety	and	a	high-quality	medal	and	lapel	
pin.	Charter	Members	will	be	named	
on	a	permanent	plaque	in	the	Memorial	
and	displayed	on	our	website.	Charter	
Members	will	also	be	invited	to	a	recep-
tion	at	the	gala	celebration	of	George	
Washington’s	Birthday	at	the	Memorial	
each	year.
Membership	is	for	individuals	

only.	Applications	are	available	on	the	
Memorial’s	website,	gwmemorial.org.	
For	more	information	about	the	George	
Washington	Memorial	Society,	con-
tact	the	Memorial’s	Executive	Director	
George	D.	Seghers	at	703-683-2007	or	
gseghers@gwmemorial.org.

Yes! Count on me to support our Memorial. Enclosed is my  
contribution of:

 $100 Silver: Your gift will be acknowledged and you will 
 receive a Friend of the Memorial Certificate.

 $250 Gold: Your gift will be acknowledged and you will 
 receive a Friend of the Memorial Certificate.

 $500 Platinum: Your gift will be acknowledged  and you  
 will receive a Friend of the Memorial Certificate.

 $1000 New Century: Your gift will be acknowledged, you will  
 receive a Certificate and your name will be cast in bronze 
 and displayed in the main entrance to Memorial Hall.

Patrons

  $5,000
 $10,000
 $25,000
 $50,000
 $100,000

In addition to the above benefits, all Patrons will receive a plaque 
and their names will be permanently displayed on a Patrons Wall 
of Honor recognizing major benefactors prominently located in 
the Memorial. 
 
Already a Supporter? Great! Since donations are cumulative, an 
additional contribution may upgrade your status to the next category.

  Other amount enclosed: $

  Check	enclosed	made	payable	to	GWMNMA

Please	charge	my:	 

 American	Express						 Discover						 MasterCard       Visa

(Please Print) 

card number                         expiration date

name (as it appears on card)   

address

city, state, zip

signature 

e-mail address to receive the newsletter via e-mail                        

The George Washington Masonic National Memorial Association, Inc. is a non-profit 
organization under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and contributions 
are tax-deductible to the full extent permitted by law. All Memberships are gratefully 
acknowledged, published in the newsletter and permanently displayed in the Memorial.

Mail to GWMNMA,	101	Callahan	Drive,	 
Alexandria,	VA	22301-2751	or	fax	to	703-519-9270

Become a Friend of the Memorial
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Pewter Medallion
This	attractive	memento	features	the	Memorial’s	eastern	face	on	the	front,	and	the	crest	
of	the	George	Washington	Masonic	National	Memorial	Association	on	the	verso.	 
1¼˝	diameter.	$20.	(No-	803)

Washington as Past Master
An	original	bust	by	Alexandria	artist	
Christopher	Erney.	Perfect	for	any	
desk	or	bookshelf.	Painted	cast	resin,	
hand-finished.	61∕8˝	tall.	$37.	(No-	768)

Centennial Medallion
A	beautiful	two-sided	keepsake,	featuring	Washington’s	profile	on	the	obverse,	and	the	
Memorial’s	striking	crest	on	the	reverse.	1½˝	diameter.	Base	Metal	$35.	(No-	439)	Gold	
Plate	$75.	(No-	433)	Sterling	Silver	Gilt	$150.	(No-	434)

2014 Holiday Ornament
Titled	Erected in Strength and Beauty,	this	
ornament	frames	the	Memorial’s	Tower	
with	beautiful	holiday	filigree.	Made	in	
the	USA.	$25.	(No-	825)

memorial	gift	shoP	featured	items

The Family of Freemasonry Wall Poster
Helping	to	explain	the	multifaceted	world	of	American	Freemasonry,	The Family of 
Freemasonry	is	an	interpretive	graphic	that	reveals	the	central	role	of	Craft	Masonry	and	
the	diverse	world	of	the	appendant	and	concordant	bodies,	invitational	orders,	social	
clubs,	youth	and	adoptive	orders.	This	excellent	tool	for	Masonic	education	is	based	on	
The Family of Freemasonry	exhibit.	16˝×20˝.	$12.	(No-	670) Founding Friendship,	a	book	by	2015	

George	Washington	Memorial	Award	
winner	Stuart	Leibiger,	will	enrich	your	
understanding	of	American	history.	
Paperback,	296	pages.	$22.50.	(No-	836)

Freemasonry: A Journey through Ritual 
& Symbol	by	W.	Kirk	MacNulty	is	an	
exploration	of	the	meaning	of	the	Craft,	
lavishly	illustrated	with	133	images. 
Paperback,	96	pages.	$19.99.	(No-	172)
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memorial	gift	shoP	featured	items

100% Silk Centennial Ties with Memorial Crest
Choose	from	1)	Navy	blue	with	red	and	gold	stripes,	with	black	Square	&	Compasses	in	silk-screen	(left,	No-	699),	2)	
Navy	blue	with	white	stripes	and	black	silk-screened	George	Washington	profile	(center,	No-	639),	3)	Navy	blue	with	
red	and	gold	stripes,	and	large	gold	Square	&	Compasses	(right,	No-	700).	$38	each.	More	styles	available	online.

Martha Washington Butterfly Pin
Featuring	an	exact	replica	of	a	painting	that,	according	to	
Washington	family	tradition,	was	painted	by	Martha	 
Washington.	21⁄8˝	wide.	$20.	(No-	328)

  SHIP	TO

_________________________________________________
Name

_________________________________________________
Street	/	Apt

_________________________________________________
City	/	State	/	ZIP

_________________________________________________
Telephone																																	Email

Payment	Type
•	Check
•	Visa
•	MasterCard
•	Discover
•	Amex

__________________________________
Card	Number
__________________________________
Expiration															Signature
__________________________________
Billing	Address	(if	different	from	Ship	To)

				Item	No-					Item																																																							Quantity				Price	Each						Total

_______   ____________________________   ________    _________  _________

_______   ____________________________   ________    _________  _________

_______   ____________________________   ________    _________  _________

_______   ____________________________   ________    _________  _________

	 Subtotal	 		_________

 Va	residents	add	6%	sales	tax	 _________

	 Add	S&H	 _________

	 Total	 	_________

$5.35

$5.35	usPs	Priority	Mail	for	most	orders.
We	are	unable	to	accept	 
International	Orders	at	this	time.

Mail form to:	Memorial	Gift	Shop
101	Callahan	Drive		·	Alexandria,	Va	22301	

Order	by	phone:				 703-549-9234,	9	a.m.–	5	p.m.	est
Order	by	fax:		 703-519-9270
Order	online:	 www.gwmemorial.org/shopping

2015 Masonic Memorial Calendar
Featuring	the	Memorial	and	Crest.	
Gold	on	royal	blue.	9¾×19½.̋	 
$15.	(No-	792)

Memorial Crest Cufflinks
These	beautiful	cufflinks	featuring	the	Memorial’s	Crest	are	the	
perfect	way	to	show	your	support.	¾˝	diameter	with	swivel-bar	
fasteners.	$45.	(No-	604)

George Washington Cufflinks
These	beautiful	cufflinks	feature	George	Washington’s	distinctive	
profile	encircled	by	a	laurel	wreath.	¾˝	diameter	with	swivel-bar	fas-
teners.	$45.	(No-	431)
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Association Officers
Elected February 22, 2015
Ridgely	H.	Gilmour,	President
Robert	P.	Conley,	First Vice President
J.	F.	“Jeff”	Webb,	Second Vice President
Claire	V.	Tusch,	Third Vice President
George	D.	Seghers,*	Executive Director

Board of Directors
Term Expires February 22, 2016
Robert	P.	Conley,*	Michigan
John	V.	Egan,	iii,	Colorado
Andrew	U.	Hammer,*	A-W Lodge No. 22
Stephen	J.	Ponzillo,	iii,	Maryland
Gail	S.	Turner,	Missouri	
Claire	V.	Tusch,*	Maine

Term Expires February 22, 2017
Jarrod	R.	Adkisson,	Arkansas
Tracy	L.	Bloom,	Kansas
Charles	H.	“Chuck”	Gilson,	South Dakota
Ridgely	H.	Gilmour,*	Utah
Dale	I.	Goehrig,	Florida
Simon	R.	LaPlace,	Connecticut
Kenneth G. Nagel, California

Term Expires February 22, 2018
Orville	R.	Armstrong,	Tennessee
Philip	G.	Buchholz,	Wyoming
John	M.	Chambliss,	Jr.,	Virginia
Richard	J.	Elman,	Indiana
Mansour	Hatefi,	District of Columbia
Douglas	W.	MacDonald,	Sr., Georgia
Thomas	K.	Sturgeon,	Pennsylvania
J.	F.	“Jeff”	Webb,*	Louisiana

*	Member	of	Executive	Committee

Frank	R.	Dunaway,	Jr.,	Board Member Emeritus  
Donald	M.	Robey,	Exec. Sec.-Treas. Emeritus

LIGHT	is	a	publication	of	the	George	Washington	
Masonic	National	Memorial.	Copyright	©	2015.	 
All	Rights	Reserved.	

Editor:		 Shawn	E.	Eyer
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our	gift	to	You
Washington’s	Rules	of	Civility

 George	Washington’s	many	virtues	have,	for	centuries,	led	Masons	to	regard	him	as	
a	true	exemplar	of	the	dignity	and	morality	that	our	Craft	espouses.	He	was	twenty	

years	old	when	be	was	initiated	into	Freemasonry	and	became	exposed	to	the	beautiful	
values	taught	in	our	degrees.	But	we	know	that	Washington	was	already	thinking	about	
values	and	decorum	about	four	years	prior	to	that.	Francis	Hawkins’	1661	book,	Youth’s 
Behavior, Or, Decencie in Conversation Among Men,	was	a	popular	volume	used	in	the	
education	of	young	people	in	Washington’s	day.	At	some	point	during	Washington’s	ado-
lescence,	he	had	occasion	to	make	a	copy	of	a	section	of	this	book.	While	nobody	knows	
the	exact	context	or	reason	why,	one	theory	is	that	he	was	practicing	his	penmanship.	Or,	
perhaps	he	may	have	simply	found	the	section	valuable	and	desired	a	full	copy.	
The	section	is	titled,	“The	Rules	of	Civility	and	Decent	Behaviour	in	Company	and	Con-

versation,”	and	Washington’s	manuscript	of	it	still	survives	in	the	Library	of	Congress.	The	
Rules of Civility	is	a	manual	of	behavior	comprising	110	guidelines	for	maintaining	friendly	

and	respectful	relations	among	people.	
They	show	young	Washington’s	concern	for	
civil	behavior	in	public,	in	private,	in	busi-
ness,	and	in	all	other	realms	of	life.	
While	some	of	the	rules	seem	antiquated	

to	us	now,	most	are	as	useful	today	as	they	
ever	were.	They	provide	important	remind-
ers	for	civil	discourse	and	offer	a	fascinating	
window	into	the	values	that	shaped	George	
Washington	from	his	very	youth.
The	George	Washington	Masonic	

National	Memorial	Association	has	repub-
lished George Washington’s Rules of Civility 
as	a	36-page	booklet,	and	we	are	proud	
to	make	it	available	to	you	free	of	charge	
(North	America	only).	To	request	your	free	
George Washington’s Rules of Civility	booklet,	
visit	http://gwmemorial.org/civility/ and  
follow	the	directions.


