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Semi-Annual Board Meeting

 From its founding in 1910 until the mid-1970s, the Annual Meeting of the Memorial’s 
Board of Directors was held on Washington’s Birthday at the Memorial. Now it is held 

in conjunction with the Conference of Grand Masters of North America. However, the 
Board voted several years ago to hold a Semi-Annual Meeting in August at the Memorial 
in order to bring the Board Members to the Memorial to experience this great tribute to 
Washington first hand. Words, photos and video can never do it adequate justice. Visiting 
and meeting in the Memorial never fails to inspire and to strengthen the commitment of 
the Board Members to the vision and mission of the Memorial Association. 

This year’s Semi-Annual Meeting was held on August 9 & 10. The roles and responsi-
bilities of the Board of Directors were reviewed and discussed. The Board is the ultimate 
authority responsible for the finances and operation of the Memorial Association and the 
Memorial building and grounds. The focus of the meeting was the immediate and long-
term future of the Memorial. The continuing repairs, restoration and preservation of the 
Memorial and the means of funding them were discussed and approved. The Board 	
reiterated its commitment to achieving a $1 Per Member Annual Contribution to the 	
Memorial from the Active Members of the George Washington Masonic National 	
Memorial Association.

presidents message
An Essential Light
by Roger A. Simmons

 Serving as the 
President of 	

the Association 
has allowed me a 
wonderful oppor-
tunity to see the 

work the Memorial is doing every day 
to fulfill its mission. There is nothing 
else in the world like our Memorial. 
Helping to guide it into a new century 
of service has been a most rewarding 
way to give back to the fraternity.

The desire to give back drives all 
of us in Freemasonry. Because of 
the efforts of so many outstanding 
brethren, support for the Memorial 
has been growing, but there is still 
much to be done. Our goal remains 
for every Freemason in the United 
States to contribute one dollar each 
year through his Grand Lodge to sup-
port the Memorial. While my term as 
President ends soon, I know that—
with your help—we will continue to 
approach that goal and secure the 
long-term stability of this key institu-
tion within American Freemasonry. It 
gives me great pleasure to announce 
that the latest grand jurisdiction to 
pledge $1 per member per year to 
the Memorial is the Grand Lodge of 
Nevada. Thank you, brethren!

Our Memorial is truly a Light-
house of knowledge. I can tell you 
that through the Memorial and its The Board of Directors met at the Memorial for the Semi-Annual Board Meeting in August. They are 

pictured here in Grand Masonic Hall. Continued on page 2
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programs, that light reaches more 
and more people every day. 

Thousands of people who pass 
through our doorway receive an 
illuminated perspective on George 
Washington and the Masonic 
fraternity. We love our Masonic orga-
nizations and the rich heritage of our 
nation, and it’s good to know that for 
generations, our Memorial has been 
a real beacon of knowledge to people 
all over the world. 

Through its presence, exhibits and 
programs, the Memorial provides 
valuable insight into our foremost 
Freemason, Brother George Wash-
ington, who laid the foundation of 
our great Nation. 

Our job is simple: to support the 
Memorial and its excellent staff in 
continuing to spread that light. There 
are many opportunities for you to 
join us in this work at the individual, 
local lodge and Grand Lodge levels.

Thank you very much for your 
support during my term as President. 
Finally, allow me to express how great 
an honor and how true a pleasure it 
has been to serve the Memorial Asso-
ciation and its enduring mission. May 
the Great Architect look favorably 
upon our collective efforts, and may 
God bless you and your families.

Continued from page 1

Memorial Welcomes New Board Members

 At our Annual Meeting in Atlanta earlier this year, eight members were elected to the	
 Association’s Board of Directors. Six are new members and two were re-elected. These 

eminent Brethren will serve until February 22, 2015.

Richard W. Aydellote
Past Grand Master
Delaware

Gregory A. Riley, Sr.
Past Grand Master 
West Virginia

J.F. “Jeff ” Webb, re-elected
Past Grand Master
Louisiana

Benny L. Grisham
Past Grand Master
Illinois

Craig L. Davis
Past Grand Master
Iowa

Donald G. Hicks, Jr., re-elected
Past Grand Master 
Massachusetts

Lon W. Kvasager
Past Grand Master  
North Dakota

D. Brooke Cunningham
Past Grand Master
Arizona

The Royal Order
of Scotland
The Memorial gratefully acknowl-
edges the generous support of 	
Sir Edward H. Fowler, Jr., Provincial 
Grand Master of the Provincial 	
Grand Lodge of the Royal Order of 
Scotland, USA for sponsoring this 
issue of Light and for his continuing 
support of the Memorial. 	

For information on the Royal 	
Order of Scotland visit 	
http://www.yorkrite.com/roos/.

Our Mission
To inspire humanity 
through education 

to emulate and  
promote the  

virtues, character  
and vision of  

George Washington, 
the Man, the Mason 

and Father of our 
Country.
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Message from Alexandria
Providence and Our Lasting Mission

by George D. Seghers

 In Washington’s Thanksgiving Proclamation, 
October 3, 1789, he wrote that “it is the duty 

of all Nations to acknowledge the providence of 
Almighty God, to obey his will, to be grateful for 
his benefits, and humbly to implore his protection 
and favor.” What a timely and true message this 

is for us today, not only as a nation but as individuals. Washington 
firmly believed that Divine Providence was guiding and protecting 
our new nation as it came into being. In a letter to Martha written 
June 18, 1775, he expressed that “as it has been a kind of destiny, that 
has thrown me upon this service, I shall hope that my undertaking 
it is designed to answer some good purpose . . . . I shall rely, therefore, 
confidently on that Providence, which has heretofore preserved and 
been bountiful to me.” 

The great men who conceived and built this Memorial to honor 
Washington’s noble attributes understood his unwavering trust 
in God. They also took great risks and relied upon Divine Provi-
dence to secure the necessary funding to complete the Memorial. 
They saw this towering edifice as much more than just a grand 
commemoration in stone to a great man. In 1927, Louis A. Watres, 
Past Grand Master of Pennsylvania and second President of the 
Memorial Association wrote, “It is more—infinitely more—than a 
Memorial to Washington. It is an outstanding landmark to Freema-
sonry in its best estate. It is a monument to civil and religious liberty 
and the stable, orderly and constitutional government that was 
founded and formed by Washington and the galaxy of patriotic men 
among whom were included the foremost Masons of his time.” 

Indeed we have much to be thankful for. Divine Providence 
provided us with the right man at the right time. Our nation would 
not have come into being without George Washington, just as our 
Memorial would not have come into being without Louis Watres, 

Charles Callahan and other great men of that generation and we 
are truly thankful for them. Now it is up to us. Now it is our turn 
to carry forward the work begun so long ago. It is up to us to live 
the just and upright life that was so well exemplified by the Father 
of our Country.

His life was a journey of self-improvement through honesty, 
integrity, dignity and courage. He never failed to accept the tre-
mendous burdens that were placed upon him. We too must accept 
the challenges and responsibilities of carrying forward the task of 
preserving, maintaining and improving this magnificent Memorial 
to Brother George Washington. We too must always keep in mind 
that the efforts of man are only truly successful with the guidance 
and support of Divine Providence.

That is an essential moral lesson taught universally in our 
lodges, and we are grateful that America’s Freemasons under-
stand the important role the Memorial plays in spreading that 
light through the promotion of the virtues and character of George 
Washington. Accordingly, we deeply appreciate the support that 
we receive from local Masonic bodies. Recently, I received a let-
ter from Lavina-Temple Lodge No- 101 in Lavina, Montana, whose 
brethren voted to send us a gift of one dollar for each of their 
members. Thank you, brethren, for the gift and for the Masonic 
spirit that inspired it.

We are thankful for George Washington, we are thankful for the 
great men who conceived and built the Memorial, we are thankful 
for Freemasonry and its wonderful Tenets of Brotherly Love, Relief 
and Truth, and we are thankful for the support and involvement of 
the Freemasons and Friends of the Memorial for all they do for the 
Memorial and for Freemasonry. Your support allows us “To inspire 
humanity through education to emulate and promote the virtues, 
character and vision of George Washington, the Man, the Mason 
and Father of our Country.”

George D. Seghers is the Executive Director of the George Washington 
Masonic National Memorial.

 During the 148th Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge 
of Free & Accepted Masons of Nevada, held in Reno on 

November 12–13, 2012, the Brethren of Nevada overwhelmingly 
approved a $1 Per Member Annual Contribution to the George 
Washington Masonic National Memorial.

“Although Nevada is over 2,000 miles away from the Memorial, 
this resolution received the widespread support that it deserved,” 
said James G. Kelley, Past Grand Master of Nevada, Past Mem-
ber of the Board of Directors of the Memorial Association and the 
Memorial’s Ambassador to Nevada. “This demonstrates the pride 
Nevada Masons have in supporting the Memorial.”

Nevada is the 21st Grand Lodge to support the Memorial on an 
ongoing basis with $1 Per Member per year. The other participating 
Grand Lodges are: District of Columbia, North Dakota, Michigan, 
Alaska, Virginia, Maryland, Washington, Massachusetts, Nebraska, 
New Jersey, New Hampshire, Oklahoma, Puerto Rico, Wisconsin, 
Utah, Oregon, Wyoming, Alabama, Rhode Island and Indiana.The 
Memorial hopes that all Grand Lodges will participate in the $1 Per 
Member Campaign to support their Memorial.

“On behalf of the Memorial Association, I recognize with grati-
tude the generosity and commitment of our Brethren in Nevada,” 
said Executive Director George Seghers.

Grand Lodge of Nevada Joins $1 Per Member Campaign
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Commemorate George Washington’s	
Birthday in Your Lodge with Our Ceremony

 Has your lodge been looking for a memorable program? The George Washington 
Masonic National Memorial has prepared an inspiring ceremony that honors the 

birthday of our foremost Freemason and the father of the American republic. Washington’s 
Birthday is still a Federal Holiday, however, it has been included in the Presidents Day holi-
day. Washington was our first and greatest President and his birthday should be celebrated 
on February 22nd.

The ceremony is suitable for performance—with adjustments as needed—in a tiled 
lodge of any degree. It may also be offered during a lodge’s dinner or festive board. The 
observance only takes a few minutes, but if done with care it will leave a positive, lasting 
impression on the brethren. The current version of the script for the ceremony (shown 	
at right) was created by Memorial staff members Mark Tabbert and Shawn Eyer. 

To receive a copy of the ritual script, contact Shawn Eyer, Director of Communications, via 	
e-mail at shawneyer@gwmemorial.org.

Washington’s Birthday Festivities	
Coming in February to the George 
Washington Masonic Memorial

 Each year, Freemasons, their friends and families gather at the 
George Washington Masonic National Memorial to honor the 

life of Brother Washington on the anniversary date of his birth.
The Program for the 2013 George Washington Birthday Celebra-

tion is as follows:

Thursday, February 21
  •  Called Communication Honoring Brother George Washington,	

           Alexandria-Washington Lodge No- 22, 7:30 p.m.

Friday, February 22
  •  Wreath Laying at the Tomb of Brother Washington, 	

           Alexandria-Washington Lodge No- 22 at Mount Vernon,	
           8:00 a.m.

  •  George Washington Symposium—Memorial Theater, 	
           1:00 p.m.

  •  Reception—Memorial Hall, 6:00 p.m.
  •  Concert—Memorial Theater, 7:00 p.m.
  •  Banquet—Grand Masonic Hall, 7:45 p.m.
  •  Presentation of the George Washington Memorial Award—	

          Grand Masonic Hall, 9:00 p.m.

Tickets for the Friday evening black-tie events are $100, and 
may be purchased on our website, http://gwmemorial.org. Limited 
seating available. For more information contact Shawn Eyer, Direc-
tor of Communications, via e-mail at shawneyer@gwmemorial.org.
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Thomas Jacob Shryock
Part One: Man & Mason
by Mark A. Tabbert

 The George Washington Masonic National Memorial Asso-
ciation reflects American history, and more especially the 

American Freemasons who built it. This is particularly evident in 
the life of the Memorial’s first President, Thomas Jacob Shryock 
(1851–1918). He was an ambitious and complex man who served 
as Grand Master of Maryland for 33 years. He represents Ameri-
ca’s Gilded Age and the generation of Freemasons who translated 
Charles Callahan’s dream of the Memorial into reality.

The Shryock family emigrated from Prussia in the 1700s and 
settled in Baltimore. Henry Shryock, Thomas’ great-grandfather, 
served as lieutenant colonel in a Maryland regiment during the 
War for Independence. In 1788, while a member of the Maryland 
Assembly, he voted to ratify the U.S. Constitution and bring the 
“Old Line State” into the Union. His grandson, Thomas’ father, 
Henry Shryock (1808–1881) owned a successful Baltimore lumber 
company.

Shryock’s mother, Ann Ophelia Shields (1814–1882) grew up in 
Alexandria, Virginia. In 1824, as a young child, she recited a wel-
coming ode to General Lafayette when he returned to the city. Her 
father, Thomas Shields, was a member of Alexandria-Brooke Lodge 
No- 2, which held a welcoming banquet for “The Nation’s Guest” 
jointly with Alexandria-Washington Lodge No- 22. Ann’s three sons 
became Baltimore Freemasons. The elder, William H. Shryock 
(1835–1902) joined Landmark Lodge No- 127 in 1869, and Thomas 
joined Waverly Lodge No- 152 in 1871. The youngest, Richard F. 
Shryock (1856–1921) was initiated, passed and raised in Landmark 
Lodge while his eldest brother was Worshipful Master.

Educated in Baltimore’s public schools and at the Light Street 
Institute, Thomas began working with his father and brother in the 
family’s lumber business. At the age of 30, after his father’s death, 
he formed Thomas J. Shryock & Co. and expanded by building 
Baltimore’s Shryock Wharf and opening a branch in Washington, 
D.C. Thirty years later his St. Lawrence Broom & Manufacturing 
Co., of Ronceverte, West Virginia, owned over 100,000 acres of 
white pine forest and annually processed more than 25 million feet 
of lumber. To bring his timber from West Virginia to the Eastern 
seaboard he organized and served as president of the Iron Moun-
tain and Greenbrier Railroad. The railroad also carried tourists 
to White Sulphur Springs and to the famous Greenbrier Hotel, 
which he helped finance. He also served as a director of Baltimore’s 
Second National Bank, the Consolidated Gas & Electric Company 
and Bell Telephone of Pennsylvania.

Equally energetic in state affairs, Shryock achieved several 
notable offices. Locally, he was appointed Baltimore’s Police Com-

missioner and later a member of the Sewerage Commission. 
A life-long member of the Republican Party, he was elected Trea-
surer and then Chairman of his party’s state Central Committee. 
The Maryland Assembly elected him State Treasurer, 1896–1900. 
Gov. Lloyd Lowndes commissioned him a brigadier general 
and Chief of Staff of the state militia. Ever afterwards, when not 
addressed as the Grand Master, he was known as General Shryock.

Shryock married twice. With his first wife, Marie Eliza Heck-
man Mann, they had five children: Daise, Amelia, Marie, Anna and 
Thomas (who died in infancy). After Marie died, he married Cassie 
Belle Miller and together they had three children: Catherine, 
Thomas J. Jr. and Orpha. His community engagement continued to 
expand, as he served as Treasurer of the Springfield State Hospital, 
president of an orphanage for African-American boys and numer-
ous civic committees, associations and clubs.

A simple recounting of Shryock’s respected family, success-
ful enterprises and high offices does not fully reveal the man. Like 
other wealthy men of his day, such as Andrew W. Mellon or John 
D. Rockefeller, Shryock lived by a simple faith, a strict morality and 
a deep sentimentality. Just 14 when the Civil War ended, and living 
in a major railroad and port city, Shryock was enabled to realize 
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who build with Washington, and that she will ever continue to 
be the bulwark of civil and religious liberty of the great Republic 
of ours. The work of Washington and the work of Freemasonry is 
not to cease at the dawn of the twentieth century, but it is to go 
on and on, until the whole world is brought within the influence 
of this great giant Republic of ours, and only the Grand Master 
above knows what the dawn of the twenty-first century will show, 
as the outgrowth of Washington’s beginnings.

Part Two of this article will examine Shryock’s deep love of the Craft 
and how he employed his great talents, as President of the Memo-
rial Association, to give Freemasons living in the twenty-first century 
a stately and fitting Memorial to perpetuate George Washington’s 
memory “until time shall be no more.”

Mark A. Tabbert is the Director of Library & Museum Collections of the  
George Washington Masonic National Memorial.

every commercial opportunity Reconstruction and the Gilded Age 
made available to an enterprising young man. 

With his financial success came political influence and civic 
duties that he readily accepted as his personal responsibility to 
fulfil. And that he sought admission into a Masonic lodge, and for 
over 40 years gave his time and talent to the Craft, demonstrated 
his realization that life was about far more than attaining affluence 
and wielding influence.

Shryock’s last great calling was to serve George Washington. 
Like every American of his age, he learned of Washington in 
school and revered him through public celebrations. His member-
ship in the Society of the Cincinnati and the Sons of the American 
Revolution confirmed his patriotism. As Grand Master of Mary-
land, Shryock well understood and appreciated Washington’s 
patronage of the Craft.

The 1899 centennial Masonic commemoration of Washington’s 
funeral at Mt. Vernon set in motion the forces that would create 
the George Washington Masonic National Memorial Associa-
tion in 1910. More than 300 Freemasons from around the country 
attended the ceremony hosted by Alexandria-Washington Lodge 
No- 22. Leading his delegation, Shryock responded for Maryland 
Freemasons during the solemn tomb-side service:

From the mountains to the Chesapeake his fame dwells  
secure. But a river divides his birthplace and his tomb from our 
Commonwealth. All the seas could not divide us from our love 
and admiration of his memory.

Three years later, the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania held a ban-
quet to celebrate the 150th anniversary of Washington’s initiation. 
President Theodore Roosevelt, Pennsylvania Governor and Brother 
William A. Stone, and numerous other civic, business and Masonic 
leaders attended. Brother Roosevelt spoke, in part, about the Craft:

 
One of the things that attracted me so greatly to Masonry, that 
I hailed the chance of becoming a Mason, was that it really did 
act up to what we, as a government and as a people, are pledged 
to,—of treating each man on his merits as a man. When Brother 
George Washington went into a Lodge of the Fraternity he went 
into the one place in the United States where he stood below or 
above his fellows according to their official position in the Lodge. 
He went into the place where the idea of our government was 
realized, as far as it is humanly possible for mankind to realize a 
lofty ideal.

Later, Grand Master Shryock said in response to a toast:

You have often heard it said that “Masonry is the handmaiden 
of religion.” Let me tell you that she is also the right hand of those 

Brother Shryock in 1880, age 29, wearing Masonic jewels including Past Master, 
Junior Grand Warden, Past High Priest, Past Illustrious Master, and the Red 
Cross of Constantine. Image courtesy of the Stephen J. Ponzillo, Jr. Memorial 
Library & Museum of the Grand Lodge of A.F. & A.M. of Maryland.
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Masonic Author Shawn Eyer Hired 	
as Director of Communications

 The Memorial Association recently hired Shawn Eyer as its 
Director of Communications. Bro. Eyer is a creative profes-

sional whose skills include writing, editing, design, strategy, branding 
and website development. His previous experience includes nearly two 
decades of work in educational, corporate, government and nonprofit 
communications. As Director of Communications, Eyer will fos-
ter greater awareness and utilization of the Memorial and further its 
mission.

“Bro. Eyer’s strong skills in writing, marketing communications 
and visual design are complemented by his established reputation as 
a Masonic scholar,” said Executive Director George Seghers. “We look 
forward to working with him on the Memorial’s upcoming projects.”

Bro. Eyer’s scholarship and editorial work is well known to many 
Freemasons through two periodicals that he edits which are devoted to 

New Photography Exhibit 	
Debuts on the Ninth Floor

 Recently, guests on the Memorial’s daily guided tours have 	
  enjoyed a new exhibit created by Director of Collections 

Mark Tabbert. Installed on the ninth floor, it comprises a set 
of 15 beautifully-reproduced historical photographs that depict 
the construction of the George Washington Masonic National 
Memorial.

The ninth floor had previously housed materials pertaining to the 
Tall Cedars of Lebanon. That display was dedicated in 1983, when 
Supreme Tall Cedar Jacob C. Matthenius, Jr. cut the ribbon. 400 guests 
came to the Memorial for the event.

Exhibits at the Memorial have been reconfigured so that informa-
tion relating to appendant and concordant bodies within Masonry is 
concentrated on the third floor, in a new exhibit called The Family of 
Freemasonry. Beginning in November 2011, the Tall Cedars’ objects 
on the ninth floor were carefully removed, inventoried, photographed 
and packed. The Tall Cedars transported all material not reused in The 
Family of Freemasonry display back to their headquarters in Harris-
burg, Pennsylvania. Along with the smaller artifacts, the throne, three 
tall glass display cabinets, long painted mural and a “time capsule” 
placed within the north wall of the ninth floor were also removed.

In the ninth floor redesign, the wood paneling was retained, 
and new carpeting and lighting were installed. The room was also 
repainted and benches were added. The doors to the observation deck 
and the windows were replaced, allowing more sunlight into the room.

Visitors now often stop to study the framed prints of the historic 
photographs before concluding their tour. Be sure to visit this new 
exhibit on your next trip to the Memorial.

the study of Masonic life and history: 
Philalethes, North America’s oldest 
independent Masonic magazine, and 
Ahiman: A Review of Masonic Culture 
and Tradition, a critically-acclaimed 
research journal. He has presented 
major research papers at the Inter-
national Conference on the History 
of Freemasonry and the California 
Masonic Symposium.

He received his Masonic degrees 
at Orinda Lodge No- 122 in Orinda, California, and is a Past Master 
(2007, 2009–2011) of Academia Lodge No- 847 in Oakland, California. 
He is a 32° K.C.C.H. member of the Oakland Scottish Rite Bodies. He 
holds a Master of Arts in Psychology from John F. Kennedy University 
in California, and a Bachelor of Arts in Religious Studies and Psychol-
ogy from The Defiance College in Ohio.

The 15 historical photographs now on display on the ninth floor.

Detail from one of the photos, showing the Memorial completed to the sixth floor.
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Yes! Count on me to support our Memorial. Enclosed is my 
membership contribution of:

 $100 Silver Craftsman: Your gift will be acknowledged and you 	
	 will receive a Membership Certificate.

 $250 Gold Master: Your gift will be acknowledged and you will 	
	 receive a Membership Certificate.

 $500 Platinum Presidential: Your gift will be acknowledged 	
	 and you will receive a Membership Certificate.

 $1000 New Century: Your gift will be acknowledged, you will 	
	 receive a Membership Certificate and your name will be cast in 	
	 bronze and displayed in the main entrance to Memorial Hall.

Patrons

 	$5,000 Millennium Architect
	 $10,000 Millennium Master Architect
	 $25,000 Millennium Builder
	 $50,000 Millennium Master Builder
	 $100,000 Millennium Grand Master Builder

In addition to the above benefits, all Patrons will receive a 
Membership Plaque and your name will be permanently displayed 
on a Patrons Wall of Honor recognizing major benefactors 
prominently located in the Memorial.	
	
Already a Supporter? Great! Since Membership is cumulative, an 
additional contribution may upgrade your status to the next category.

  Other amount enclosed: $

  Check enclosed made payable to GWMNM

Please charge my: 	

 American Express       Discover       MasterCard       Visa

(Please Print) 

card number		                       		  expiration date

name (as it appears on card)			 

address

city, state, zip

signature 

e-mail address to receive the newsletter via e-mail                        

The George Washington Masonic National Memorial Association, Inc. is a non-profit 
organization under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and contributions 
are tax-deductible to the full extent permitted by law. All Memberships are gratefully 
acknowledged, published in the newsletter and permanently displayed in the Memorial.

Mail to GWMNM Membership, 101 Callahan Drive, 	
Alexandria, VA 22301-2751 or fax to 703.519.9270

Join the GWMNM Today! Support the Memorial by 	
Becoming Part of the George 	
Washington Memorial Society

 The Memorial Association’s Board of Directors recently created 
a new Society comprising a select group of members dedi-

cated to supporting the Memorial and its mission. The purpose 
of the George Washington Memorial Society is to raise funds for 
and to increase awareness of the Memorial among Masons and in 
the community. Membership in the Society consists exclusively of 
Charter Members and Regular Members.

Charter Members are those who 
donate $1,000 or more to the Memo-
rial with their membership application 
from now until February 22, 2013, 
and $250 or more per year thereafter. 
Charter Members will receive a unique 
patent signifying their membership in 
the Society and a high-quality medal 
and lapel pin. Charter Members will 
be named on a permanent plaque in 
the Memorial and displayed on our 
website. Charter Members will also 
be invited to a reception at the gala 
celebration of George Washington’s 
Birthday at the Memorial each year. 
A list of the Charter Members to date 
may be found on page 9 of this edition 
of Light. The deadline to become a 
Charter Member is February 22, 2013.

Regular Members are those 
who make an initial donation of $500 
or more to the Memorial with their 
membership application and donate $250 or more per year thereaf-
ter. Regular Members will receive a unique patent signifying their 
membership in the Society, plus a specially produced lapel pin. 

Membership in the George Washington Memorial Society is 
available to both Masons and non-Masons who wish to provide 
ongoing support to the Memorial and its vital projects and pro-
grams. Applications for both types of membership are available 
on the Memorial’s website, gwmemorial.org, and payment can be 
made directly online for your convenience.

For more information about the George Washington Memo-
rial Society, contact the Memorial’s Executive Director George 
D. Seghers at 703.683.2007 or gseghers@gwmemorial.org.

Note: The George Washington Masonic National Memorial Association, Inc. is a 
non-profit organization under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and 
contributions are tax-deductible to the full extent permitted by law.

This limited-edition jewel is 
reserved exclusively for the 
Charter Members of the George 
Washington Memorial Society.
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Shining lights
What the Memorial Means to Me

 My first visit to the George Washington 
Masonic Memorial was in May of 

1962, when Nancy and I were returning home 
from our wedding trip to Florida. I was a Fel-
low Craft, soon to become a Master Mason. 
The Memorial impressed me as a symbol of 

America and the impact Freemasonry had in the formation of 
our country. I knew that I was now a member of a fraternity our 
founding fathers valued in their lives.

Since that first visit, my journey in Freemasonry has given 
me the opportunity to travel across our nation and to for-
eign lands where Brother George Washington is honored as a 
leader and a Freemason. This Memorial is a reminder to me, as 
it should be to every Freemason, that we ought to endeavor to 
emulate the virtues and character of Brother Washington in our 
daily lives and pass on to the next generation the time-tested 
principles of Freemasonry.

Donald G. Hicks, Jr.
Charter Member, The George Washington Memorial Society
Past Grand Master of Massachusetts

*In Memory of   **In Honor of

Contributors 
Millennium Architect Member 
Columbian Lodge 	 MA 
 
Charter Members, The George 
Washington Memorial Society 
L. Todd Eastham 	 KY
Ridgely H. Gilmour 	 UT 
Jack D. Anderson 	 MT 
Gale H. Kenney 	 WA 
Philip G. Buchholz 	 WY 
J. F. “Jeff ” Webb 	 LA 
Douglas H. Wood 	 VA 
Donald G. Hicks, Jr. 	 MA 
James T. Feezell 	 DC 
Akram R. Elias 	 DC 
Frederick E. Kaiser, Jr. 	 MI
Louis Castle 	 NV 
Randal Slinkard 	 TX 
Paul M. Carroll 	 MA 
James M. Scearce, Jr. 	 VA 
John R. “Bo” Cline 	 AK 
Kerry D. Kirk 	 VA 
David B. “Ben” Browning 	 VA
Miriam F. Browning 	 VA 
James A. Manninen 	 MA 
Graham A. Long 	 MA 
Clark B. Loth 	 MA 
Hans S. Pawlisch 	 MD 
Steve Wittberger 	 UK 
Christopher Wade 	 VA 
Robert P. Conley 	 MI 
Barry A. Rickman 	 SC 
Roger A. Simmons 	 AL 
Loyd Davis 	 VA 
Volodya A. Lozanov 	 BG 
Emil M. Harsev 	 BG 
Michael L. Caprio, Jr. 	 NJ 
Donald Smith 	 DC 
Todd Smith 	 TX 
Anna E. Clark 	 NJ 
Chester H. Clark 	 NJ 
Oscar LopezMiranda 	 TX 
James A. Schad 	 MI 
Dean R. Baker 	 PA 
Lawrence E. Bethune 	 MA 
Shawn E. Eyer 	 VA 
George D. Seghers 	 VA 
 
New Century Members 
Cary Lodge No- 198 	 NC
Craftsman Lodge No- 314 	 NE
David G. Grillbortzer* 	 VA
	 by R. Bruce Stadler 
Melvin H. Legg 	 NM
Merchantville Lodge No- 119 	 NJ
Clifford R. Mott 	 GA
Mount Olivet Chapter, Rose Croix 	 MA
Napa Valley Lodge No- 93 	 CA
Richard Niedt 	 NJ
Gregory & Patricia Riley 	 WV
William C. Stafford, Jr. 	 NJ
Hans Peter Uster                Switzerland
 
Platinum Presidential Members 
Richard B. Anderson 	 FL
William H. Bishop 	 OR

Charles A. Bodie, Jr. 	 MD
Gustaf R. Bodin 	 CT
F. Richard Carlson 	 IL
Michael J. Cornell 	 CA
Eureka Lodge No- 195 	 VA
John C. Fuller 	 MA
Thomas N. Godfrey 	 WI
Graham A. Long	 MA
Nova Caesarea Harmony Lodge No- 2 OH
Marius Nungesser 	 CA
James W. Oates 	 CT
James P. Philip 	 IL
James P. Robb 	 WI
Virgil R. Shoemaker 	 CA
Jay D. Trepp 	 MA
 
Gold Master Members 
George R. Amyx 	 MD
William B. Barger 	 AK
Berne Lodge No- 724 	 NC
Harvey C. Biddlecom 	 IL
Lee Bradley 	 IL
Richard C. Brooks 	 FL
John R. Calder 	 WI
Robert R. Connolly 	 CT
Paul Worth Corbett, Jr. 	 NH
Jerry Cottrell 	 VA
Frank M. Elliott 	 SC
Kenneth B. Gass 	 WA
W. Payton George, Jr. 	 NM
Robert J. Graveline 	 ND
Harmony Lodge No- 8 	 NJ
Frank W. Harris, III 	 VA
James R. Henkel, Jr. 	 MD
Hillsborough Lodge No- 25 	 FL
Lawton Lodge No- 183 	 OK
Michael Richard Mekenian 	 NJ
Richard A. Paris 	 CA
Donald F. Phillips 	 MA
William O. Pick 	 FL
Thomas R. Potts 	 MI
W. Bruce Pruitt 	 CA
Fred A. Reichert 	 IL
Sheldon Schwartz 	 MI
Ronald J. Smith 	 FL
Gary L. Summers 	 IL
David J. Thompson 	 WA
Warren Lodge No- 4 	 WI
Richard E. Williamson 	 CO
LeRoy G. Zimmerman 	 IL
  
Silver Craftsman Members 
Jeffrey S. Allen 	 IN
Holly C. Ames 	 VA
Arthur De Will Baker, Jr. 	 VA
Maxine S. Bern 	 VA
Timothy B. Bertrand 	 VA
Chipley Lodge No- 40 	 GA
Arvin S. Clapper 	 FL
David A. Clark 	 IL
Benjamin W. Colodny 	 CA
David H. Condon 	 MA
Martin Crane 	 MA
Paul Davis 	 MA
William B. Drew 	 FL
Robert E. Eastwood 	 IL
William J. Edwards 	 WA
Carl C. Ek 	 WA
Aubrey V. Fisher 	 CT

Robert D. Fisher 	 VA
Wayne S. Flora 	 VA
Thomas Mark Foxon 	 MA
Melvyn N. Freed 	 IL
Joseph G. Funcasta 	 MA
Elbridge W. Grover 	 NH
Earl R. Harrison 	 IL
Walter K. Hehner, Jr. 	 IL
John Heney **	 MD
	 by Tammar Z. Paynter 
John T. Hirt, Jr. 	 MA
Philip E. Hollister 	 TN
Laurence W. Howe 	 CT
Richard T. Jackson 	 NJ
Donald D. Jones 	 WA
Merritt Austin King * 	 IL
	 by Geneva Lodge No- 139
Jon Langberg 	 LA
Merle L. Lange 	 AZ
MacArthur Lodge No- 427 	 SC
Robert B. Macintosh 	 MA
Madison Lodge No- 93 	 NJ
Curtis R. Marcum 	 IL
Harold C. Mason 	 VA
Gerald F. Miller 	 MI
Robert L. Moore 	 VA
Richard D. Mougey 	 NE
Robert K. Muhs, Sr. 	 ND
Vincent R. Murphy 	 NE
Morris R. Nelson 	 TN
Ooltewah Lodge No- 741 	 TN
Raymond K. Poole 	 VA
Philip J. Privitera 	 VA
James W. Robinson 	 AL
Robert G. Roehrich 	 CT

Marvin E. Ronimous 	 AK
Karl O. Schwartz	 MA
Sharon Lodge No- 327 	 VA
Sigma Bodies, AASR, 	
	 Valley of Schenectady 	 NY
Robert E. Simpson 	 VA
Sinclair Lodge No- 154 	 SC
Charles F. Steiner 	 NV
Mark T. Tartar 	 GA
Tennessee Craftsmen 	 TN
Philip R. Thomas 	 NC
Keith E. Thompson 	 OR
Richard H. Thorngren 	 MA
Michael Tomascin 	 PA
John G. & Alice M. Verret 	 CA
Gerlad L. Wall 	 MI
White Bluff Lodge No- 676 	 TN
Marguerite S. Williams 	 CT
Richard A. Wingate 	 CT
Frank A. Winters 	 FL
Kenneth W. Womack 	 PA
Yellow Springs Lodge No- 421 	 OH
 
Tree Dedications 
Richard, Esther, Margaret 	
	 & Daniel Davis 	 MI
Duane E. Goodhart * 	 PA
	 by Red Cross of Constantine
Gary M. Hill *	 VA
	 by Nancy, Angela & Terry, 	
	 Family & Friends
Oscar LopezMiranda 	 TX
Ken Steitle ** 	 TX
	 by Dawn Steitle
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 The Memorial is a great 
place to shop for all those 

special people on your holiday 
list. And don’t forget to include 
yourself! We’ve selected some 
best-selling items that are sure 
to please. An easy and conve-
nient way to give a gift, your 
purchase is also a great way 
to show your support for the 
Memorial. Visit the Memorial’s 
website for many more quality 
gifts and items.

Memorial Gift Shop Featured Items

2011 Holiday Ornament
The Three Great Lights in Masonry. 
Reissued in color! Made in the USA. 
$25. (No- 561)

2007 Holiday Ornament
The George Washington Masonic 
Memorial—reissued due to popu-
lar demand. Attractive new design in 
color. Made in the USA. $25. (No- 12)

Washington Bust
Based on an original sculpture by 
renowned artist Bro. Jean-Antoine 
Houdon. Perfect for any desk or book-
shelf. Measures 6½˝ tall. $20. (No- 526)

Centennial Tie
100% silk tie features Memorial’s emblem. Thin red and gold stripes with dark, silk-
screened profiles of Washington. $35. (No- 416) More ties available at our website.

Centennial Cufflinks
This stunning set features Washington’s profile encircled by a laurel wreath and 
name of the Memorial; Post Fasteners; ¾” diameter. $45. (No- 431)

Centennial Medallion
A beautiful two-sided keepsake, featuring Washington’s profile on the obverse, and 
the Memorial’s striking crest on the reverse. 1½˝ diameter. Base Metal $35. (No- 439) 
Gold Plate $75. (No- 433) Sterling Silver Gilt $150. (No- 434)

2010 Centennial Ornament
The George Washington Masonic 
Memorial Crest—designed to com-
memorate our 100th anniversary. 	
Made in the USA. $25. (No- 387)

George Washington’s Masonic Apron
Miniature replica of the one he wore at 
cornerstone ceremony of the Capitol 
in 1793. Hand stitched. Approximately 
7˝×7½˝. $85. (No- 502)
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memorial gift shop featured items

The Memorial is a great place to 

shop for all those special people

on your holiday list. And don’t 

forget to include yourself! We’ve 

selected some best-selling items 

that are sure to please. An easy and 

convenient way to give a gift, your 

purchase is also a great way to 

show your support for the Memorial. 

Visit the Memorial’s website for 

many more quality gifts and items.

2011 Holiday Ornament
The Three Great Lights in Masonry.
Reissued in color! See page 3 for details 
and a close-up image. Made in the 
USA. $25.00 (No. 56)

Centennial Tie
00% silk tie features Memorial logo. 
Thin red and gold stripes with dark, 
silk-screened profiles of Washington. 
$25.00 (No. 46)

Centennial Tie
00% silk tie with wide red stripes 
features profile of Washington and 
Memorial logo. $25.00 (No. 45)

Memorial Lapel Pin
Finely crafted and highly detailed, 
our newest lapel pin featuring the 
Memorial is sure to please all those on 
your shopping list. $8.00 (No. 55)

2010 Centennial Ornament
The George Washington Masonic 
Memorial Crest—designed to 
commemorate our 00th Anniversary. 
Made in the USA. $25.00 (No. 387)

2007 Holiday Ornament
The George Washington Masonic 
Memorial—reissued due to popular 
demand. Attractive new colored design. 
Made in the USA. $25.00 (No. 2)

Pewter Lapel Pin
This unique pewter lapel pin makes 
a great gift for any Mason. Made in the 
USA. $5.00 (No. 554)

Centennial Medallion
Beautiful two-sided keepsake! 
 ½" diameter. Base Metal $35.00 (No. 439)
Gold Plate $75.00 (No. 433)
Sterling Silver Gilt $150.00 (No. 434)

George Washington’s Masonic Apron
Miniature replica of the one he wore at 
cornerstone ceremony of the Capitol in 
793. Hand stitched and finely detailed. 
Approx. 7" x 7 ½". $85.00 (No. 502)

Washington Bust
Based on an original sculpture by 
renowned artist Jean-Antoine Houdon. 
Perfect for any desk or bookshelf. 
Measures 6 ½" tall. $20.00 (No. 526)

Centennial Cufflinks
This stunning set features Washington’s 
profile encircled by a laurel wreath and 
name of the Memorial; Post Fasteners; 
¾" diameter. $45.00 (No. 43)

Phone: 703.549.9234     Fax: 703.59.9270     E-Mail: giftshop@gwmemorial.org     Website: www.gwmemorial.org/shopping

Mailing Address: Memorial Gift Shop, 0 Callahan Dr., Alexandria, VA 2230-275                    

Item No. Item Quantity Price Ea. Total

Sub Total

VA residents add 5% sales tax

Add S&H (use chart below)

Total

Payment Type

Check      
VISA      
MasterCard      

Discover      
American
Express

Shipping and Handling

$0.00 to $25.00................$6.00
$25.01 to $50.00..............$9.00
$50.01 and up................$15.00

order form

ship to

name

street / apt.

city / state / zip

Payment Information

card number / exp. date / signature

name on card / home phone

street / apt.

city / state / zip
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*�is Wheel Chart from “�e Family of Freemasonry” exhibition at the George Washington Masonic National Memorial. Visit www.gwmemorial.org for more informatio
n. © TM&EC, LLC 2012

G

Freemasonry is a fraternal organization originating over 400 years ago.  Also known as “the Craft”, Freemasonry conveys lessons 
through the symbolic use of stonemasons’ tools, allegorically building the Biblical Holy Temple in Jerusalem.  Its three initiatory 
rituals or “degrees” teach moral, intellectual and spiritual lessons.  

Today, the Family of Freemasonry counts over 3 million men, women, boys and girls in more than 15,000 local Lodges, Chapters, 
Councils, and other clubs.  Yet within this diversity, the �ird Degree of Master Mason remains preeminent, with every organization 
being built upon Freemasonry’s foundational tenets of Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth.

G G

G G

2012 Holiday Ornament
George Washington In Profile. A commanding presence, instantly recognizable. 	
The visage of George Washington is known around the world. Owing to Brother 
Washington’s valor and accomplishments, it is almost a symbol in itself for those 
virtues which the Father of our Country embodied so well: constancy, integrity, 
bravery, vision and faith in Divine Providence. Made in the USA. $25. (No- 662)

The Family of Freemasonry Wall Poster
Helping to explain the multifaceted world of American Freemasonry, The Family of 
Freemasonry is an interpretive graphic that reveals the central role of Craft Masonry 
and the diverse world of the appendant and concordant bodies, invitational orders, 
social clubs, youth and adoptive orders. This excellent tool for Masonic education is 
based on The Family of Freemasonry exhibit. 16˝×20˝. $12. (No- 670)

New Items!
2012 Holiday Ornament	 	        Family of Freemasonry Poster

$0.00 to $25.00. . . . . . . . . .          $10
$25.01 to $60.00. . . . . . . . .        $20
$60.01 and up. . . . . . . . .          free
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Grand Lodge of the Month 

 Over the last several months, brethren from the Grand Lodges of Kentucky, Tennessee, 
Ohio and Indiana all visited the George Washington Masonic National Memorial as 

part of our Grand Lodge of the Month program.
Featured Grand Lodges also send artifacts and materials for placement in a designated 

display case within The Form & Function of American Freemasonry exhibit on the first 
floor. Of particular interest, the Grand Lodge of Tennessee sent a painting—reproduced 
above—depicting the formation of their Grand Lodge in 1813. The artist is Allyn Cox, who 
also painted the magnificent murals in Memorial Hall. Ohio displayed a piece of rope used 
by President Harding when initiated into the Shrine, while Indiana highlighted its Masonic 
orphanage and other charities. For more information about this program, contact Director of 
Collections Mark Tabbert at 703.683.2007, x 2012, or mtabbert@gwmemorial.org.

 The schedule for 2013 is: January—Alabama, February—Maine, March—Missouri, 
April—Arkansas, May—Florida, June—Texas, July—Iowa, August—Wisconsin, Septem-
ber—California, October—Minnesota, November—Oregon, December—Kansas. 

Association Officers
Elected February 22, 2012
Roger A. Simmons, President
Donald G. Hicks, Jr., First Vice President
Ridgely H. Gilmour, Second Vice President
Robert P. Conley, Third Vice President
George D. Seghers,* Executive Director

Board of Directors
Term Expires February 22, 2013
Jack D. Anderson, Montana
Robert P. Conley, * Michigan
Andrew U. Hammer, * A-W Lodge No. 22
Joe R. Manning, Jr., Oklahoma
Russell G. Reno, Nebraska
Roger A. Simmons, * Alabama

Term Expires February 22, 2014
John R. “Bo” Cline, Alaska
L. Todd Eastham, Kentucky
Ridgely H. Gilmour, * Utah
Gale H. Kenney, Washington
Barry A. Rickman, South Carolina
Rafael B. Acosta Rosario, Puerto Rico
Thomas K. Sturgeon, Pennsylvania

Term Expires February 22, 2015
Richard W. Aydellote, Delaware
D. Brook Cunningham, Arizona
Craig L. Davis, Iowa
Benny L. Grisham, Illinois
Donald G. Hicks, Jr., * Massachusetts
Lon W. Kvasager, North Dakota
Gregory A. Riley, Sr., West Virginia
J. F. “Jeff ” Webb, * Louisiana

* Member of Executive Committee

Frank R. Dunaway, Jr., Board Member Emeritus  
Donald M. Robey, Exec. Sec.-Treas. Emeritus

LIGHT is a publication of the George Washington 
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All Rights Reserved. 
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