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Masonic Memorial
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Honoring Our Founders

The George Washington Masonic National Memorial Association’s first century of 

service has been one of inspiration and accomplishment. In preparation for our 

Centennial Celebration, we established Founders Hall, an exhibit that honors the four great 

Masonic leaders to whom we owe our respect, admiration and thanks for building this 

magnificent Memorial. The exhibit features busts of these remarkable men. 

The visionary behind the creation of the Memorial was M.W. Brother Charles H. Callahan, 

whose dedication and persistence were invaluable in the early stages of the planning.  

The inscription on the bust of this prescient leader reads, “Charles H. Callahan, Founder 

of the George Washington Masonic National Memorial Association, under whose auspices this 

Temple was erected and who laid the cornerstone as Acting Grand Master. Presented by his 

Brethren of Alexandria in appreciation of his distinguished service and untiring efforts for the 

erection of this Memorial Temple.” 

Our first President, M.W. Brother Thomas J. Shryock, was the driving force behind the 

organization and formation of the Memorial Association. His bust is inscribed, “Thomas  

J. Shryock, President of The George Washington Masonic National Memorial Association, 

February 21, 1911–February 3, 1918. Presented by his Brethren of Maryland to commemorate  

his unfailing zeal for the Craft and his Dedication to build this Memorial.” 

R.W. Brother Louis H. Watres, our second President, was truly the guiding light and 

driving force behind the construction of the Memorial. On his bust is written, “Louis R. Watres, 

President of The George Washington Masonic National Memorial Association, February 21, 1918– 

June 28, 1937. Presented by his Brethren of Pennsylvania to commemorate his Fidelity and 

Distinguished Service in Planning and Erecting this Memorial.”  

presidents message
Anticipation to Realization 
to Anticipation
by Anthony P. Wordlow

The Centen-

nial year 

of the George 

Washington 

Masonic Memo-

rial Association 

was enthusiastically anticipated. Our 

grand celebration on Washington’s 

Birthday, carefully planned over  

several years, was fully realized and  

executed to perfection. It will be fondly 

remembered by all who attended.  

This pivotal year closes the chapter 

on our first century and opens the 

chapter of our second. We face our 

future with great anticipation, just as  

our Brothers did on Washington’s 

Birthday in 1910. Your continued 

tax-deductible donations are essential 

to help us meet the many challenges 

ahead and are greatly appreciated. 

This year has brought many 

improvements, changes and oppor-

tunities for us. Our newsletter is now 

called LIGHT—indeed a meaning

ful name. The George Washington 

Masonic Memorial is a beacon that 

spreads the light of Freemasonry and 

the legacy of George Washington out 

to the world. 

In 2010, your George Washington  

Masonic Memorial welcomed an 

increasing number of visitors. Several 

Continued on page 2

Founders Hall honors the remarkable Masons that created the Association and built the Memorial.

Continued on page 2
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President’s Message, continued from page 1

Grand Masters, accompanied by 

some of their constituents, have visited 

during their Grand Lodge designated 

month. We hope this portends a 

trend. You are especially invited to 

visit your magnificent George Wash-

ington Masonic Memorial soon. You 

will feel a profound sense of pride, 

wonder and satisfaction as you realize 

the true scope of this classical edifice.

We recall our Brothers who in  

1910 anticipated the creation of the  

George Washington Masonic  

Memorial. In 2010 we realize their 

dream. We pray those who follow will 

assure that the George Washington 

Masonic Memorial will continue “To 

inspire humanity through education  

to emulate and promote the virtues,  

character and vision of George Wash-

ington, the Man, the Mason and Father 

of our Country.” 

It has been my honor, pleasure, 

and privilege to serve your George 

Washington Masonic Memorial 

Association as a Board Member for 

12 years and as President for the last 

two. I am grateful to have had these 

opportunities.

I commend our generous 

benefactors and donors, our Board 

of Directors, our Executive Director, 

and our staff at the Memorial. Thank 

you for your dedication, devotion, 

cooperation and success.

In addition, I extend special thanks 

to our Ladies. Your support and love 

add sparkle and meaning to our 

Light. You make anticipation and 

realization much sweeter. 

I encourage you to visit your 

George Washington Masonic Memo-

rial and to join with me in giving 

ongoing financial support to the  

one and only National Masonic 

Memorial, dedicated to the one and 

only George Washington.

The awesome task of completing the Memorial was accomplished by our fourth President, 

M.W. Brother Elmer R. Arn. The inscription on his bust reads, “Elmer R. Arn, President  

of The George Washington Masonic National Memorial Association, February 22, 1938–

December 24, 1951. Presented by his Brethren of Ohio in appreciation of his extraordinary 

Services and untiring efforts toward the completion of this Memorial Temple.” 

Note that the inscriptions stress service, untiring effort, zeal, dedication and fidelity. 

The inscriptions are similar, as in many ways were the great men the exhibit honors. They 

were Masons who shared a vision that stretched over nearly half a century. Their efforts, 

diligence and shared history reflect their character and their dedication to the memory and  

character of George Washington, America’s greatest citizen and Freemason. They accom-

plished an extraordinary task under very trying conditions. Just as Washington and our 

nation’s Founding Fathers had the character and strength to build a new nation, these remark

able men had the character and strength to build the only National Masonic Memorial. 

Now, in our second century, it is our duty and our honor to continue the work of these great 

men and Masons: to preserve this Memorial that honors the one man who did more and 

gave more than any other for the creation of this country that we are privileged to live in, 

Brother George Washington.

Semi-Annual Board Meeting

The Semi-Annual Board Meeting was established to provide the opportunity for our 

Board of Directors to convene at the Memorial at least once a year. According to our 

By-Laws, the Annual Meeting of the Association is to be held on Washington’s Birthday.  

Presently our Annual Meeting is held in conjunction with the Conference of Grand Masters 

of North America, which developed out of the Annual Meeting of the Memorial Associa-

tion. The Conference usually meets the week of Washington’s Birthday at various locations 

around the country. Our Annual Meeting is seldom held at the Memorial, but thanks to  

the support and cooperation of the Conference, we were able to hold our Centennial Celebra

tion and Annual Meeting at the Memorial this year.

The Semi-Annual Board Meeting of 2010 was held on August 13 and 14. The focus was 

the adoption of a Long Range Strategic Plan.

Members of the Board of Directors at the Memorial during the Semi-Annual Board Meeting in August.

Honoring Our Founders, continued from page 1
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message from alexandria
New Century of Service

by George D. Seghers

As our Centennial year is coming to a close 

and the Memorial Association begins  

a new century of service to the Masonic frater- 

nity, the fraternity itself is experiencing a  

renaissance. Following decades of decline in  

membership and what some might say was  

a misdirection of emphasis and energy, the fraternity is beginning to  

revive. New Masonic research and writings are taking place. New 

and restored Masonic publications are being produced. The fraternity 

is attracting a generation of serious individuals who are seeking an 

experience that is real, meaningful and beneficial to their personal 

development. The fraternity has refocused on the primary function 

of Freemasonry: to improve its members in every possible way. 

The George Washington Masonic Memorial was created to 

honor and perpetuate the memory of George Washington, a man 

whose life was a continuous journey of self improvement. In his 

midteens, he wrote out by hand 110 Rules of Civility & Decent 

Behavior in Company and Conversation. From this early exercise 

and throughout his life, Washington was aware of his relation-

ship to those around him and to society in general. In a letter to 

Alexander Hamilton dated August 28, 1788, he wrote, “...I hope I 

shall always possess firmness and virtue enough to maintain (what 

I consider the most enviable of all titles) the character of an honest 

man.” What a supreme example we have in this, the greatest of the 

great men who were our Founding Fathers. As human beings, as 

Americans and most especially as Freemasons, we must follow his 

example and endeavor to earn the title of “honest man.” 

George Washington clearly understood that leadership must be 

by example. The example we strive to present to the public at the 

George Washington Masonic Memorial is twofold. We present the 

virtues, character and vision of George Washington as the inspira-

tion for our thoughts and actions. We also present the factual and 

enlightening history and function of Freemasonry to all those who 

visit the Memorial and who receive our communications. What 

we do here at the Memorial is only possible through the participa-

tion and support of our members and friends. We are grateful to 

all those who attended the Centennial Celebration and to all those 

who visited and supported us during this special milestone year. 

The George Washington Masonic Memorial is a Masonic 

lighthouse, spreading the light of Freemasonry to the world. We 

look forward in this new century “To inspire humanity through 

education to emulate and promote the virtues, character and vision  

of George Washington, the Man, the Mason and Father of our 

Country.”  Thank you for your continued support. Please come 

and visit your Memorial.

George D. Seghers is the Executive Director of the George Washington 

Masonic Memorial.

commemorative keepsakes

In honor of our Centennial Celebration, the Association 

commissioned several beautiful keepsakes. Use them 

with pride, appreciation and remembrance of 100 years of 

service to the legacy of George Washington and the Masonic 

fraternity. Order yours today!

2010 holiday ornament

This year’s holiday 

ornament is  

The George Washington 

Masonic Memorial Crest, 

which was designed as the 

new logo of the George 

Washington Masonic 

Memorial Association to 

commemorate its 100th 

Anniversary on February 22,  

2010. The ornament 

combines the Washington Family Crest with numerous 

Masonic symbols. It was first released at the end of last year.  

To order, please contact the Memorial Gift Shop at 

703.549.9234 or visit the Memorial’s website at  

www.gwmemorial.org.

• Business Card Holder

• 100% Silk Neckties  

• Collector’s Medallions 

• plus more   

Visit www.gwmemorial.org 

for full details 
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Contributors 
Millennium Architects 
Ann E. & Chester H. Clark 	 NJ
Donald E. Daume 	 NJ
Tuoc Kim Pham 	 CA
Pioneer Lodge No. 70 	 NJ
Wm. R. Singleton 	 DC 
	 Hope-Lebanon Lodge No. 7 	
 
New Century Members 
Alcyone Lodge No. 695 	 NY
Bryan Bechler 	 WA
Philip G. Buchholz 	 WY
Civil War Lodge of Research 	 VA 
	 No. 1865

John R. Clime** 	 OH
	 by Mary Clime 
Columbian Lodge	 MA
Philip & Mary Cox** 	 CA
	 by George & Markella Walrath
Robert C. & Muriel B. Gill 	 CA
James W. Gladden 	 VA
Michael J. Hlatke, III 	 NJ
Frederick E. Kaiser, Jr. 	 MI
John S. Ryan 	 NJ
Melvin F. Selden 	 MO
Floyd R. Sowers 	 PA
George & Markella Walrath 	 CA
Washington Association 	 NJ 
	 of Masons
J. F. “Jeff” Webb 	 LA
 
Platinum Presidential Members 
Russell S. Ault 	 NC
Robert D. Barclay 	 ID
George R. Botic 	 VA
Theodore A. Breiner 	 VA
Butte Lodge No. 37 	 ID
Gordon A. Daniels 	 MD
Richard G. Davis 	 MI
Dreamers Allstate Association 	 MA
Patricia Dyson 	 VA
Joel G. Engelbrektson 	 NY
Ronald A. Fraser 	 IL
Albert A. Frost, Jr. 	 CA
George F. Harrington 	 VA
Robert B. Horton 	 CT
Jenks Lodge No. 24 	 RI
Elisabeth B. Jones** 	 VA
	 by James S. Jones, III
Frank W. Little 	 AL
Ruth & Mike Mavrakis 	 CA
Camillo L. Passarelli 	 CA
Elaine Tarke 	 CA
Harvey H. Tice 	 NJ

Gold Master Members 
David S. Allmuth 	 CA
William B. Berk 	 NV
F. Richard Carlson 	 IL
Lawton E. Case 	 WA
Robert C. Colburn 	 ID
Robert L. Curtis 	 DC
Stephen Di Marco 	 MA
James M. Dorrance 	 WA
Harland E. Forell 	 CA
William L. Greene 	 CT
Charles E. Hinson 	 VA

Gordon E. Hopkins 	 MO
James M. Huntley 	 MA
Ewing Jackson 	 IL
Thomas W. Jackson** 	 PA 
	 by Lowther Manor  
	 Lodge No. 781

Ted I. Jarrard 	 CA
Jacob P. Isler 	 NJ
Vasili Katopothis 	 DC
Harry C. Kirchhoff** 	 PA
	 by Philadelphia-Potter  
	 Lodge No. 72 
George M. Kirkham 	 OR
Barney M. Landry 	 OH
Wayne W. Langbehn 	 WA
Manasseh Lodge No. 182 	 VA
Mid-Florida Lakes Masonic High	 FL 	
	 Twelve Club No. 522

Monmouth Lodge No. 172** 	 NJ
	 by Monmouth Chapter  
	 No. 251, OES 
Richard H. Mullard 	 CA
Richard U. Niedt 	 NJ
Claude A. Norton, Jr. 	 VA
Winford T. Nowell 	 MA
Marius A. Nungesser 	 CA
The OSC Club of Washington	  VA 
Timothy T. Palmer 	 MD
David M. Petto 	 MA
Robert N. Price 	 MD
Donald E. Radeke 	 VA
James P. Robb 	 WI
Frederick E. Schlosser 	 NJ
Richard W. Schmidt 	 IL
Michael Sellick 	 CA
Richard M. Sherman 	 NY
Joseph W. Sibbitt 	 IL
St. John the Baptist Lodge No. 184	 GA
Jay D. Trepp 	 MA
Union Lodge No. 38 	 TN
Washington Lodge No. 3 	 VT
Barbara J. Weiss 	 CA
Jack S. Williams 	 FL
Laddie L. Wilson 	 TN
Herman R. Winkler 	 PA

Silver Craftsman Members   
Dwain W. Applegate 	 MN
Robert W. Barrow 	 MA
Allen S. Beddoe 	 CA
Norma M. Bell 	 CA
William B. Berk 	 NV
Harvey C. Biddlecom 	 IL
Thomas F. Boduch 	 TN
Robert M. Bohn 	 CO
William J. Bray, III 	 CA
William S. Buckler, Jr. 	 VA
Nelson R. Bullock 	 VA
Allen Bulmer 	 CT
Edward A. Callaway 	 VA
Robert B. Carslake 	 NJ
Cary Lodge No. 198 	 NC
Catawba Lodge No. 342 	 VA
Conasauga Lodge No. 396 	 TN
Gary D. Darrow 	 CA
Dennis E. Day 	 IL
Charles E. Dyke 	 MA
Euclid Lodge No. 65 	 IL
Louis Vander Eyk 	 CT
Blaine F. Fabian 	 PA
Larry A. Fahnestock 	 PA
William B. Fairer 	 PA*In Memory of   **In Honor of

Monty R. Field 	 IL
Friendship Lodge No. 53 	 FL
Robert S. Gartside 	 CT
Rodney Gross 	 CA
Daniel L. Grygas 	 NY
Larry Q. Hall 	 PA
John A. Haner 	 CA
James W. Hart 	 WA
Hiram Lodge No. 25 	 DE
Robert C. Holland, III 	 VA
James W. Ingram 	 AL
William L. Ingram 	 AR
Jamestown Lodge No. 281 	 TN
Robert A. Jeffery 	 MA
Jephthah Lodge No. 222 	 MD
Michael A. Jolly 	 FL
Kappa Alpha Order 	 VA
Calvin K. Keyler 	 VT
Robert W. Klementz 	 VA
Casey Latham	 CA
Robert A. MacDougall 	 MA
Warren Maheu 	 CT
Joe R. Manning, Jr. 	 OK
Georg Marschall                     Germany
Gary E. Mason 	 CA
James E. Mawson 	 MI
Todd A. Mayer 	 MN
Samuel A. Melvin 	 CA
Meridian Sun Lodge No. 50 	 TN
John W. Merrill, Jr. 	 MA
Albert C. Miller 	 MA
Glenn E. Miller 	 MI
Edward J. Morrison 	 MN
Wilson S. Moses 	 CA
Mountain Lodge No. 281 	 PA
Mountain Range Lodge No. 18 	 CA
Zaven H. Nalbandian 	 MA
Thomas Neely 	 FL
Philip F. Norcross, Jr. 	 MA
Thurman C. Pace, Jr. 	 NJ
Pathfinder Lodge No. 42 	 WY
Lloyd C. Peterson 	 OR
R. Robert Rasmussen 	 VA
Benjamin Read 	 NJ
Richmond Lodge No. 187 	 VA
W. Berry Rigdon 	 NC
Joseph H. Rival 	 NJ
Perry W. Rose 	 WA
Chester A. Schink 	 OR
Jack S. Sigler 	 VA
George P. Sivertson 	 MI
Lewis O. Smith 	 MI
Sonoma Lodge No. 472 	 NC
Frederick L. Sorsabal 	 CA
Lynn & Barbara Spangler 	 TN
Loyal Stark 	 CA
John C. Straub 	 FL
Robert D. Taft	 SC
Louis E. Walker 	 OR
Monroe J. Webb 	 IL
Larry S. Wiese 	 VA
Frank C. Wiot 	 MA

Tree Dedications
Gay C. Brinson* 	 VA 
	 by Mary Kaye Brinson
Michie M. Brous** 	 TX 
	 by H. Malvern Marks Foundation
Corrine K. Bush** 	 OR 
	 by The Grand Lodge of Oregon
D. Arthur Bush** 	 OR 
	 by The Grand Lodge of Oregon

Rear Admiral James J. Carey 	 VA
Jerry Cottrell* 	 VA 
	 by the Cottrell, Short and  
	 Williams Families
Phil & Mary Cox** 	 CA 
	 by Tony & Marilyn Wordlow
Richard, Esther, Margaret and 	 MI 
	 Daniel Davis**  
	 by Richard G. Davis
John R. Dunn 	 TX
Eunice Lodge No. 67 	 NM
Fort Worth Lodge No. 148** 	 TX 
	 by H. Malvern Marks Foundation
Supreme Council Grottoes of NA 	 OH
Frances W. Hanisch* 	 CA 
	 by Walter D. Hanisch
Walter & Isabel Hanisch* 	 CA 
	 by Walter D. Hanisch
M. David Hendrix, Jr.** 	 TX 
	 by H. Malvern Marks Foundation
Mehdi Heravi** 	 MD 
	 by Abeideh Ansari-Djaberi
Darrel & Mary Louise Hunter 	 CA
Bert R. Jackson** 	 CA 
	 by Don & Joan Jackson
Malta Lodge No. 131 	 ND
Fred K. Marler** 	 SC 
	 by his Grandchildren 
The Grand Lodge of 	 MA 
	 Massachusetts** 
	 by Paul M. Carroll
Eddie Hamilton Moody, Jr.** 	 NC 
	 by AASR Valley of Winston-Salem
William J. & Susan D. Mossman** 	PA 
	 by The Richard Whiteside  
	 Charity Fund
Mt. Zion Lodge No. 135** 	 NJ 
	 by Brothers Billich, Iacone, 		
	 Krumm, Lashley, Leone-Zwillinger, 	
	 May and Ossa
The Grand Lodge of New	 NM  
	 Mexico** 
	 by Gary M. Deck
The Ossa Family** 	 NJ 
	 by Cristian & Leslie Ossa
Panther City Lodge No. 1183** 	 TX 
	 by H. Malvern Marks Foundation
Pewee Valley Lodge No. 829** 	 KY 
	 by Gene & Janet Crady
Robert R. Rausch* 	 FL 
	 by Jane E. Rausch
Dean & Jean Rosenberger** 	 CA 
	 by Wisdom Lodge No. 201

J. Franklyn Runkle, Jr.* 	 PA 
	 by Trinity Conclave Red Cross  
	 of Constantine
Robert W. Sanborn** 	 MI 
	 by Vienna Lodge No. 205

Fred Sorsabal** 	 CA 
	 by Haworth “Al” Clover
The Washington Scholars	 VA  
	 Fellowship Program**  
	 by James J. Carey
Hollis F. Walker** 	 CA 
	 by Don & Joan Jackson
George & Markella Walrath** 	 CA 
	 by Tony & Marilyn Wordlow
Peter J. Zaluba* 	 IL 
	 by Elizabeth Zaluba
Edward L. Zorn** 	 CO 
	 by Betty R. Ella
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shining lights
What the Memorial Means to Me

The vast magnitude of our magnificent 

Memorial must be experienced.  

I believe the same could be said about the 

man it memorializes. To fully comprehend 

George Washington’s true greatness requires 

that one experience the Memorial in per-

son. You must climb those front steps and enter Memorial Hall 

yourself; it can’t be done for you by another. I challenge each 

Freemason to make the commitment to visit your Memorial.  

I believe you will leave a different man. I know I did.

Freemasonry teaches personal responsibility. It is our duty 

as Freemasons to support and maintain this Memorial built 

by those with vision and dedication who came before us. They 

accepted the responsibility of completing this Memorial; we 

must accept the responsibility of preserving it, maintaining  

it and passing it on to those who will come after us in better 

condition than we received it.

Philip G. Buchholz

Past Grand Master, Grand Secretary of Wyoming

New Century Member

We look forward to spotlighting more Members and Friends in future 

issues. Thank you to all the “Lights” that shine on behalf of the Memorial.

Yes! Count on me to support our Memorial. Enclosed is my 

membership contribution of:

$100 Silver Craftsman: Your gift will be acknowledged and you 	

	 will receive a Membership Certificate.

$250 Gold Master: Your gift will be acknowledged and you will 	

	 receive a Membership Certificate.

$500 Platinum Presidential: Your gift will be acknowledged 	

	 and you will receive a Membership Certificate.

$1000 New Century: Your gift will be acknowledged, you will 	

	 receive a Membership Certificate and your name will be cast in 	

	 bronze and displayed in the main entrance to Memorial Hall.

Patrons

  $5,000 Millennium Architect

  $10,000 Millennium Master Architect

  $25,000 Millennium Builder

  $50,000 Millennium Master Builder

  $100,000 Millennium Grand Master Builder

In addition to the above benefits, all Patrons will receive a 

Membership Plaque and your name will be permanently displayed 

on a Patrons Wall of Honor recognizing major benefactors 

prominently located in the Memorial. 

Already a Supporter? Great! Since Membership is cumulative, an 

additional contribution may upgrade your status to the next category.

  Other amount enclosed: $

  Check enclosed made payable to GWMM

Please charge my:  

  American Express        Discover        MasterCard        VISA

(Please Print) 

card number		                       		 expiration date

name (as it appears on card)			 

address

city, state, zip

signature 

e-mail address to receive the newsletter via e-mail                        

Your gift is tax-deductible to the extent provided by law. All Memberships are gratefully 
acknowledged, published in the newsletter and permanently displayed in the Memorial.

Mail to GWMM Membership, 101 Callahan Drive,  
Alexandria, VA 22301-2751 or fax to 703.519.9270

Join the GWMM Today!

dove ornament reissued

The Memorial is pleased 
to announce that, 

due to the overwhelming 

popularity of Freemasonry—

Hope and Peace, this 

beautiful ornament has been 

reissued. In Freemasonry, 

the Dove is a symbol of 

hope, as it was to Noah, and 

the Acacia is a symbol of resurrection and the immortality 

of the soul. In ancient symbolism, the Dove also represented 

purity and innocence and the Acacia represented peace  

and victory.

To order, please contact the Memorial Gift Shop  

at 703.549.9234 or visit the Memorial’s website at  

www.gwmemorial.org.
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New Century of Commitment

On February 22, 1910, the George Washington Masonic National 

Memorial Association was founded to create a suitable memorial 

to George Washington, the Mason. Despite overwhelming 

financial challenges, the Founders achieved this momentous task 

and today the Memorial stands as a symbol of light, spreading  

the message of Washington’s legacy and Freemasonry to the world. 

But we must continue to preserve what the Founders began. Our 

mission is “To inspire humanity through education to emulate and 

promote the virtues, character and vision of George Washington, the 

Man, the Mason and Father of our Country.” 

Will you join us during this historic Centennial year, and help  

us to launch a second century of inspiration? Support from 

individuals like you helps the George Washington Masonic 

Memorial to inspire so many in the community, our nation and, 

indeed, around the world. Will you make a Centennial gift of  

$100 or more today? Your participation is vital since the Memorial 

is entirely funded by private contributions. 

Please help us continue our efforts to ensure that the George 

Washington Masonic Memorial forever remains to inspire all 

future generations.

Yes! I’m proud to join the Centennial Celebration!

I have enclosed my Centennial gift of:  

$100     $250     $500     $1000

  Please accept this gift of: $

  Check enclosed made payable to GWMM

Please charge my:  

  American Express        Discover        MasterCard        VISA

Amount: $

(Please Print) 

card number		                       		 expiration date

name (as it appears on card)			 

address

city, state, zip

signature

e-mail address to receive the newsletter via e-mail                        

Your gift is tax-deductible to the extent provided by law. 

Mail to Centennial Celebration, 101 Callahan Drive,  

Alexandria, VA 22301-2751 or fax to 703.519.9270

Memorial to Host ICHF Conference

The International Conference on the 

History of Freemasonry (ICHF) will 

be held at the George Washington Masonic 

Memorial on May 27–29, 2011. Since its inception more than six 

years ago, ICHF has become a premier venue for academics and 

others interested in Freemasonry. 

Following the huge success of the first two conferences, in 2007  

and 2009, the 2011 conference will mark a milestone in the growth 

of the organization: For the first time, ICHF will be held outside 

Europe and is expected to attract participants from around the  

world. This is the only international conference at which academics, 

members of the public, and Freemasons can discuss this highly 

underestimated social phenomenon.

The tentative theme for the 2011 conference will be “Early 

Scottish Freemasons in North America,” which will make Alexandria, 

Virginia, a very fitting locale.  Scots played an important role in 

the early development of Alexandria and the region, as they did 

throughout America. 

For more information on ICHF, visit their website at  

www.ichfonline.org.

California Tree Project

In May of this year, over 200 members of the Grand Lodge  

of California participated in a ceremony on the grounds of the 

Memorial to dedicate the future California Grove, a beautification 

project of Kathy Nagel, wife of then-Grand Master of California 

Ken Nagel. Mrs. Nagel presented the first of two checks to the 

Memorial at that time, and a second check to Executive Director 

George D. Seghers at the Grand Lodge’s Annual Communication 

in September. Mrs. Nagel raised more than $50,000 from 

throughout the state to support the Memorial’s Tree Program.  

Kathy Nagel presents the second of two checks to Executive Director  

George D. Seghers for the California Grove to help support the Memorial.

H
. J

oh
n

 F
le

tc
h

er
, C

al
if

or
n

ia
 G

ra
n

d 
M

ar
sh

al
, 2

0
10



volume 16 · number 2, 2010    �

THE GEORGE WASHINGTON
MASONIC MEMORIAL

THIS OFFER CAN HELP SAVE YOUR LIFE

WOULD LIKE TO HELP YOU GAIN A SENSE OF SECURITY AND PEACE OF

MIND FOR ONLY $1.15/DAY 50 CENTS OF WHICH  WILL GO

TO SUPPORT THE GEORGE WASHINGTON MASONIC MEMORIAL

 “Masons live better and live longer.” 
George Seghers -  Executive Director of the George Washington Masonic Memorial

Wireless Emergency Protection at the Push of a Button

Let SafetyCare help keep this statement true for you.  
Live independently, safer and longer.  

Get started today by calling our 
“Certified EMT Staffed” Response Center at (888)756-5340

Or Email mtoy@safetycare.net
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of the George Washington Masonic Memorial light
Association Officers
Elected February 22, 2010

Anthony P. Wordlow, President

Roger A. Simmons, First Vice President

Donald G. Hicks, Jr., Second Vice President

Ridgely H. Gilmour, Third Vice President

George D. Seghers,* Executive Director

Board of Directors
Term Expires February 22, 2011

Neal I. Bidnick, New York

Ridgely H. Gilmour,* Utah

James G. Kelley, Nevada

John S. Ryan, New Jersey

Roger A. Simmons,* Alabama

Claire V. Tusch, Maine

J. B. Van Hollen, Wisconsin 

Anthony P. Wordlow,* California

Term Expires February 22, 2012

Jimmie A. Berkey, New Mexico

George O. Braatz, Ohio

Philip G. Buchholz, Wyoming

Donald G. Hicks, Jr.,* Massachusetts

Thomas C. Jackson, Minnesota

Dennis D. Johnson, Oregon

Calvin K. Keyler, Vermont

J. F. “Jeff” Webb, Louisiana

Term Expires February 22, 2013

Jack D. Anderson, Montana

Robert P. Conley,* Michigan

Joe R. Manning, Jr., Oklahoma

Russell G. Reno, Nebraska

Andrew U. Hammer,* A-W Lodge No. 22

*Member of Executive Committee

Frank R. Dunaway, Jr., Board Member Emeritus  

Donald M. Robey, Exec. Sec.-Treas. Emeritus

LIGHT is a publication of the George Washington 

Masonic Memorial. Copyright 2010.  

All Rights Reserved. 

Editor: George D. Seghers

Photography: Arthur W. Pierson 

Illustration: Christopher Erney

Design: Studio A

Alexandria Academy Reinstatement Ceremony

On September 7, 1785, Virginia Freemasons laid the cornerstone of Alexandria  

Academy—the school founded by George Washington. On September 7, 2010—

exactly 225 years from the day the cornerstone was laid—Virginia’s Governor Robert F. 

McDonnell reinstated the original charter and the Academy opened its doors to a new 

generation of young Americans.  

The Memorial’s Executive Director, George D. Seghers, was a guest speaker at the cere-

mony.  Other distinguished guests and speakers included Virginia’s Secretary of Education, 

Gerard Robinson; the Mayor of Alexandria, William D. Euille; James C. Rees, President of 

Mount Vernon and T. Robinson Ahlstrom, Chairman of The Fund for Classical Education.

After writing to Thomas Jefferson of his inclination to endow a school for “poor and 

orphaned children—especially the descendants of those fallen in defense of their country,”  

Washington pledged a remarkable gift of $1,000. He purchased copies of Phaedrus, Eutro

pius, Sallust, Horace, Terence and several Latin grammars. Accepting the invitation to 

become one of the Academy’s original Managers, Washington worked to make the school  

a model for the new nation.

From our nation’s very beginning, the Academy extended a rigorous classical education  

to women, the very poor and free African Americans. They sat at the same tables and 

studied the same texts as George Steptoe Washington, Lawrence Augustine Washington and 

Robert E. Lee, who graduated in 1824.

Today, through its Standards of Conduct & Civility, the Academy teaches more than 

Latin, logic, rhetoric, literature, architecture, math and science. It instructs each student in 

manners, morals and the First Principles of self-government.

The Fund for Classical Education plans to establish Washington Latin Schools in cities 

and towns throughout the United States, wherever parents desire to lay such a foundation 

for their children.

New Exhibit to Open

Renovations to the third floor of the Memorial are under way for the new Family of 

Freemasonry exhibit, with phase one scheduled to open in May 2011. The exhibit will  

showcase several Masonic appendant and affiliated organizations and highlight their history, 

charities and social activities.


